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As I walked across our Poplarville campus earlier this week, I 
could not help but smile. The sounds of The Spirit of the River 
Marching Band heard in the distance provided comfort and a 
sense of normalcy. This was a feeling that has been missing for a 
long time. I stopped in my tracks and looked at the full parking 
lots, the construction crews working diligently, and our students 
laughing as they made their way to classes and practice. I realized 
how much I rely on the sounds of our campuses to provide 
daily motivation and comfort. As we grow closer to the Holiday 
Season, I encourage all members of our faculty, staff and student 
body to stop and look around. I have walked across this campus 
for 25 years, but it was on this day that I fully appreciated the 
blessings all around us.
 
As we continue to battle the COVID-19 pandemic it is easy to 
lose focus of the progress and success of our institution. It is easy 
to lose focus on the purpose and mission of our work. It is easy 
to lose focus on the life changing miracles that happen daily at 
Pearl River Community College. Whether your role is a student, 
faculty or staff member we have fought through these challenges 
together. Many have lost family members or loved ones. This 
pandemic has provided overwhelming heartache, frustration and 
strife. Despite these obstacles, here we stand.
 

The sounds of the band on that beautiful day were familiar but 
different. It represented the strength of our unity and spirit. For 
me, it served as the heartbeat of our healing and recovery.
 
This issue of The River is Rising Report is filled with recent 
highlights and achievements. For the first time in the modern 
era, Pearl River Community College has been recognized as 
Mississippi’s 4th largest Community College. Despite the 
downturn in college enrollment around the state and nation, 
PRCC continues to raise the bar of opportunity for those we 
serve. I congratulate every member of the Pearl River family for 
this remarkable accomplishment, and forever remain grateful for 
your efforts and support. I am humbled to serve by your side.
 
The River is Rising!

Dr. Adam Breerwood, President
Pearl River Community College

Despite the downturn in college 
enrollment around the state and 
nation, PRCC continues to raise 
the bar of opportunity for those 
we serve.
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The 10th day enrolment numbers 
showed just how well we are doing 

reaching potential students. For the first 
time in the school’s modern era, PRCC is 
now the 4th largest community college in 
Mississippi.  

“We are humbled by the increased number 
of students who choose to enroll at Pearl 
River Community College,” said Pearl River 
President Dr. Adam Breerwood. “We have 
worked diligently to remain affordable and 
accessible for all those who are seeking high-
er educational opportunities. Our Board 
of Trustees has provided overwhelming 
support for facility upgrades, the addition 
of several new programs, and flexible course 
scheduling. Their vision has allowed us to 
become better equipped to serve a larger 
student population.  

“Over the past several years we have increased 
institutional and Foundation scholarship 
opportunities and developed new marketing 
strategies. Our enrollment growth over the 

past several years is a direct result of these 
efforts and a remarkable faculty who remain 
focused on changing the lives of those 
we serve.”      

Breerwood assumed leadership of the 
college for the 2017-2018 school year and 
quickly built on a strong foundation created 
by his predecessor, Dr. William Lewis. A 
downward trend in enrollment growth 
has been experienced at the college level 
nationally for the past four years. Yet when 
comparing the 2017 and 2021 fall counts, 
PRCC is the only Mississippi community 
college to have maintained growth in both 
headcount and credit hours.   

TRAINING STUDENTS

• Focus on students acquiring skills needed 
to secure positions that launch careers. 
• Adding new programs and expanding oth-
ers to meet the needs of local communities. 
• Exceptional job placement rates. Many 
Allied Health students lining up jobs prior 
to graduation. 

Overall, CTE students have an 83 percent 
placement rate. 

GROWTH IN E-LEARNING 

• From fall 2016 to fall 2021, there 
was a 116 percent increase in the number of 
students taking online classes at PRCC. 
• 24 percent increase in online class enroll-
ment from fall 2020 to fall 2021. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

Pearl River administration and board of 
directors have been attentive to the need to 
keep the cost of attending college as afforda-
ble as possible. 
• Tuition held steady since 2017.   
• Electronic textbooks through RedShelf to 
significantly reduce out of pocket expenses 
for students. 
• Offer a variety of academic and ser-
vice-based scholarships students. 
• Since fall 2017, 1,865 Foundation scholar-
ships have been granted with a total value of 
$1,782,844.10.   
• County Tuition Assistance Program
(CTAP) for Forrest and Hancock County 
residents. 

CREATING AN ENVIRONMENT 

• Creating a “home” feel with your 
Wildcat Family. 
• Cultivating a positing and uplifting 
environment. 
• Empowering students to take control 
of their future. 
• Equipping them with the necessary tools 
to achieve their goals. 

 FOCUS ON EXPERIENCE 

• “Happy to Help” campaign to provide 
an exceptional customer experience 
at PRCC.  
• Focus on putting customers first, em-
bracing challenges in customer service, 
and removing roadblocks that impede the 
student’s experience.   
• The live chat feature of the PRCC website 
has expanded hours of availability to include 
evenings and weekends. Questions that 
cannot be answered during the live chat are 
directed to the department most capable of 
handling the query.  RRR

PEARL RIVER CLIMBS TO 4TH LARGEST 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOR FIRST TIME 
IN SCHOOL’S MODERN ERA
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Michelle Legg and Jessica Roberts, two 
former Pearl River Community 

College students, will have their writing 
published in the 2022 issue of Phi Theta 
Kappa’s online literary journal, Nota Bene. 

Nota Bene showcases the outstanding writ-
ing of Phi Theta Kappa members. More than 
1,000 entries were submitted to the 2022 
competition, which is judged by current and 
retired college faculty and staff from across 
the country. Only 30 articles are chosen for 
publication.

The digital issue will be available on ptk.org 
this winter.

Legg, 29, and Roberts, 20, are 2021 honors 
graduates from PRCC and have transferred 
to the University of Southern Mississip-
pi. Legg is an English major. Roberts is a 
business major. Both attended Oak Grove 
High School.

“The opportunity to be published while an 
undergraduate is rare,” said Dr. Terri Smith 
Ruckel, Dean of the Dr. William Lewis 
Honors Institute at PRCC. “To have a pub-
lication is to have a permanent addition to 
your resume - and to have achieved that as a 
two-year college student is outstanding.

“These two students should feel very proud 
of their accomplishment and more than that, 
encouraged to know that they are prepared 
for academia. That's what Pearl River Com-
munity College strives to accomplish for all 
of their students.”

Members of the PRCC Singers are no 
strangers to challenging themselves 

when it comes to their vocal abilities. Now, 
they are embracing a new challenge that will 
help develop their skills as musicians, leaders 
and humans.  

The “204060 Challenge” is the brainchild 
of Dr. LaDona Tyson, Director of Choral 
Groups at PRCC, and Dr. Trevor Hunt, 
Director of the Brownstone Center for 
the Arts. It was inspired by other health 
and fitness challenges that have grown in 
popularity.  

The goal is to have participants hold 
themselves to the highest possible standard 
in life. This translates into daily discipline 
that allows them to become a better friend, 
student, employee and servant.

Participants of the 204060 Challenge must 
complete six daily tasks over the course of 
20, 40 and 60 days. Tasks include daily read-
ing, healthy eating, exercise, water in-take, 
a social media post with #204060challenge 
in the caption, and daily practice of 
choir music.   

The 204060 Challenge began on 
October 1 and will conclude on February 1. 
Participants who miss a day of completing 
all six tasks can restart at any point.

Each participant was given the book 
“The Code. The Evaluation. The Protocols: 
Striving to Become an Eminently Qualified 
Human" by Jocko Willink, a 204060chal-
lenge reminder wrist band, and a 64-ounce 
water bottle.   

When thinking through the specifics of 
the challenge, Hunt and Tyson knew that 
reading leadership books would be a high 
priority and wanted them to start with the 
same book.    

“The title we selected explores leadership 
through daily discipline. It was as perfect fit 
for our challenge,” said Tyson. 

During the challenge, participants will col-
laborate to identify a need in the community, 
and at the end of the challenge they will lead 
a service project to meet that need.  RRR 

Legg will publish her personal essay, “Shad-
ows of our Variety.” Her submission was also 
named to receive a $500 Reynold's Scholar-
ship Prize. Roberts will publish her personal 
essay, “Not a Drill.” Both are students in Dr. 
Ruckel’s Creative Writing course.

“Being published in this literary journal 
means a great deal to me, not only as an 
aspiring writer but as a student and future 
teacher as well,” said Legg. “This feels like 
a confirmation that my hard work as a 
non-traditional student has paid off and 
almost feels like validation for my 
degree choice.”

She said the Reynold’s Scholarship will help 
toward her education and, “it will provide a 
boost to my future career so that I can help 
support my growing family. Thank you, Phi 
Theta Kappa.”

Roberts is also honored to receive the award. 
“When I started at Pearl River, I lacked con-
fidence in my writing,” she said. “However, 
with the help of my instructors, including 
Dr. Ruckel, I found my voice.

“This publication has made my dream of 
being a writer feel more attainable.”
Both students are members of Phi Theta 
Kappa, the Honors Institute and the Sigma 
Kappa Delta English Honor Society.

Said Dr. Ruckel, “These two exceptional stu-
dents join an outstanding list of published 
two-year students from Pearl River.”  RRR 

Michelle Legg (left) and Jessica Roberts (right), two former Pearl River Community College students, are pictured with Dr. 
Terri Smith Ruckel, Dean of the Dr. William Lewis Honors Institute at PRCC

TWO PRCC STUDENTS TO BE 
PUBLISHED IN PTK NATIONAL 
LITERARY JOURNAL
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Current students in the Dr. William 
Lewis Honors Institute as well as 

hundreds of members of the public gathered 
on the Pearl River Community College 
campus Oct. 5th to hear world-renowned 
neurosurgeon Dr. Ben Carson speak. The 
students were given the opportunity for a 
more intimate setting inside White Hall 
ahead of the public presentation at PRCC’s 
Brownstone Center for the Arts. 

The Honors Institute Lyceum Lecture Series 
seeks to host speakers who engage, challenge, 
provoke, and quite possibly, change lives. 
Hosting high caliber speakers is made pos-
sible by a generous sponsorship from Lower 
Pearl River Valley Foundation. 

VISIT WITH HONORS STUDENTS 

Many of the student questions surrounded 
medicine, both for those considering a 
career in that field and those curious about 
both his past groundbreaking surgeries and 
where he sees medicine going in the future.  
One question asked his favorite 
reading selections, both in the medical field 
and classic literature. This opened the door 
for Carson to discuss the 
impact reading had on his life. 
Carson recounted the path from reading for 
his own interest to that of learning across 
subjects. Beyond gaining knowledge and 
becoming a better student, Carson realized 
that he could use reading to “help him rise 
above the poverty he hated.” 

With a nod to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Carson reminded students that people have 
the capacity to think and analyze in a way 
that animals do not. That ability to reason is 
how we can judge on the content of charac-
ter instead of a physical distinction like the 
color of a person’s skin. 

ADDRESSING THE PUBLIC 

As Carson walked onto the stage, an enthusi-
astic crowd gave him a standing ovation. 
His talk wove together tidbits from his life 
with his personal vision of living one’s best 
life; not just for the individual, but for the 
country. 

He mentioned now commonly familiar sto-
ries of events became turning points in his 
life. Carson realized that through reading he 
could learn and that he was not a “dummy” 
as his fifth-grade classmates often taunted. 
He also had an epiphany as a teen that his 

temper and outbursts as a youth could land 
him in reform school, jail or the grave.  

Carson struck a chord with the audience 
when he said, “When God changes your 
heart, He doesn’t do a paint job. He fixes it 
for good.”  

Along with his weaving of faith and its 
impact upon his career, Carson also 
encouraged attendees to “THINK BIG” as a 
reminder of how to live a life that can have 
a positive impact on the community. Talent, 
Honesty, Insight, Nice, Knowledge, Books, 
In-depth Learning and God are the key 
reminders that comprise the anacronym.  

Finally, Carson reminded attendees that, 
“We are not each other’s enemies. We need 
to decide what kind of people do we want 
to be?”

“The next time you have your hand over your 
heart during the National Anthem, remem-
ber that we can only be the land of the free if 
we are the home of the brave.”  RRR

DR. BEN CARSON INSPIRES DURING 

PEARL RIVER COMMUNITY COLLEGE VISIT

When God changes your heart, 
He doesn’t do a paint job.

He fixes it for good.
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Current students as well as a few faculty 
and staff members at Pearl River 

Community College gathered in October  
for an informative and interesting pres-
entation on hydrography. This was the first 
meeting of the year for the STEM Club on 
the Poplarville campus with several students 
joining remotely from the Forrest County 
Campus as well. 

Representatives from the University of 
Southern Mississippi’s School of Ocean 
Science and Engineering as well as the Navy 
were on hand. They brought a pair of jet skis 
and an autonomous surface vehicle (Tele-
dyne Z-boat) equipped with hydrographic 
survey equipment used in work by the U. 
S. Navy Fleet Survey Team for students to 
inspect after the presentation.

USM is the only school in the United States 
that offers a Bachelor of Science in Marine 
Science with a hydrography emphasis. And 
they are only one of two programs to offer 
master’s and PhD programs. The program 
is certified by the International Board on 
Standards of Competence for Hydrographic 
Surveyors and Nautical Cartographers. 
Graduates from the undergraduate or gradu-
ate level programs can take their degree and 
skills to work anywhere in the world. 
This school year saw the addition of two hy-
drography classes to the Unmanned Aerial 
Systems Program at PRCC. The classes are 
offered at the Hancock County Campus in 
coordination with the National Oceans and 
Applications Research Center.

WHAT IS HYDROGRAPHY 
Simply put, hydrography is the measure-
ment and description of physical features 
of a body of water. This information is then 
used to create up-to-date nautical maps for 
safer navigation of waterways. It can also 
be used when planning marine renewable 
energy and aquaculture, a growing industry 
for the United States. 

Alberto Costa Neves is a retired Captain 
from the Brazilian Navy who recently 
joined USM as the Hydrographic Science 
Program Coordinator/Instructor. He began 
the presentation with an overview of what 
hydrography is, why it is important, who 

would make a good hydrographer, and 
where they are employed. 

“We have better maps of the moon than we 
do of the ocean floor,” said Costa Neves. 

“With only 20 percent of the ocean 
surveyed, there is plenty of opportunity 
for work. Students in the program at 
USM often have offers in hand before 
graduation.”

WIDE RANGE OF APPLICATIONS 

Dr. Stephan Howden joined the 
USM faculty with a background in 
physics and oceanography. He shared 
that hydrography provides the geospa-
tial background for studies done 
in oceanography. 

“Hydrographers take a measure once, use 
many times approach to field work,” he 
said. “A wide array of applications for 
the data collected exists.” 

Calvin Martin is the Technical Direc-
tor\Chief Hydrographer for the U. S. 
Navy Fleet Survey Team located at 
Stennis Space Center. He knew nothing 
about hydrography when he first began 
work as a civilian employee. He was 
promised the opportunity to travel the 
world and his first time ever on a plane 
had him going to Australia.  

He is passionate about hydrography 
and enjoys sharing what he has learned 
while being of service to his country. 

“The center at Stennis has the largest 
concentration of hydrographers and 

continued on page 6

Presenters included (left to right):  Calvin Martin, U. S. Navy Fleet Survey Team, Technical Director\Chief Hydrog-
rapher; Dr. Stephan Howden, USM faculty member, Interim Director of the Hydrographic Science Research Center and 
Director of Central Gulf of Mexico Ocean Observing System; Kevin Rolka AG3; Jaret Palmer, AGAN; and Alberto Costa 
Neves, Hydrographic Science Program Coordinator at USM.

PRCC STEM CLUB DIVES INTO 
THE WORLD OF HYDROGRAPHY 
THROUGH USM AND NAVY VISIT
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The Station merges two branches 
of assistance for current PRCC 

Wildcats. The Market is a food pantry 
for students, faculty and staff experienc-
ing food insecurity. The Wildcat Career 
Closet is a free student clothing closet 
with professional clothing they can use 
for interviews and presentations. 

When it opened its doors in August 
2018, The Market assisted approxi-
mately 50 individuals each month. The 
Market grew to serving as many as 300 
students, faculty and staff over the last 
couple of years. 

Rotary International is an organization 
of service clubs known as Rotary Clubs 
located all over the world with over 1.2 
million members globally. The Rotary 
Club of Poplarville has hosted their 
meetings in Crosby Hall on the Cam-
pus of Pearl River Community College 

Pearl River Community College’s 
Dr. William Lewis Honors Institute 

launched its Faculty Lecture Series in 
October at the Forrest County Campus. 
Faculty and students attended the 
lecture, presented by Dr. John McEwen, 
Instructor of Math, Physics and Chem-
istry at the Forrest County Campus.

Dr. McEwen’s topic: “My Appointment 
with the TicToc Doc: The Impact of 
Unlicensed Physicians in the Social Me-

UPCOMING HONORS INSTITUTE 
EVENTS INCLUDE:

Nov. 16: 
Honors Faculty Lecuture Series
Dr. Dan Browning 
12:15 p.m., Multipurpose Room

Nov. 17: 
Honors Research Symposium 
1 p.m., Thad Cochran Center, 
the University of Southern Mississippi

dia Age.” Dr. McEwen was introduced 
by sophomore Patrick Dunkle of Petal, 
a member of the Honors Council.

Student members of the 2021 Honors 
Council include Jackson Bowering, Ben 
Hartley, Shui Lin, Peyton Scanlon, Jer-
icho Gardner, Kristen Johnson, Allyna 
Pytleski and Genesis Williams. RRR

since its founding in February 1926. 
Meetings are on Wednesdays at noon in 
the Special Events Room in the Olivia 
Bender Cafeteria.   

This is the second $700 donation made 
by The Rotary Club of Poplarville to 
support this outreach. The first dona-
tion was in October 2020.

Cash donations are the preferred 
method of supporting The Market. This 
way volunteers can purchase what is 
most needed. All donations, including 
non-perishable food items and clothing, 
are coordinated through Lisa Mapp at 
lmapp@prcc.edu or 601-403-1419.

Current PRCC students, faculty and 
staff can complete the Market Request 
form (prcc.edu/river-life/market) for 
assistance. Everything is scheduled by 
appointment only.  RRR

oceanographers in the world,” said 
Martin. “We have this incredible place 
in our own backyard, but many don’t 
know about it.”

STEM CLUB 

Ahmarion Luckett is a freshman at 
PRCC with plans to become a physical 
therapist. He came to the STEM Club 
meeting to try something new and meet 
other students. He came away with 
knowledge of a field he had not heard 
about before.

“I didn’t know about this field and found 
the presentation very interesting,” said 
Luckett. “They shared so many great op-
portunities available to a hydrographer 
including travel around the world. Plus, 
learning more about the ocean can help 
our military and anyone on a boat.” 

PRCC students interested in oppor-
tunities in science, technology, engi-
neering, or math are invited to join the 
STEM Club by emailing STEM Club 
coordinator Emily Carlisle at: 
ecarlisle@prcc.edu. 

Upcoming meetings include Nov. 4 to 
learn about the Rural Health and Physi-
cians Scholarship program and then on 
Nov. 9 to learn about geography with 
guests from USM.  RRR

continued from page 5 THE MARKET AT PRCC BENEFITS FROM ROTARY 
CLUB OF POPLARVILLE GENEROSITY

PRCC LAUNCHES HONORS LECTURE SERIES AT 
FORREST COUNTY CAMPUS

Left to Right: Steve Reid, Karla Lee, Carolyn Tedford, Jennifer Seal, Linda Hawkins, Carol Williams, Dalton Spiers, Lisa Mapp, Kathleen 

Left to Right: Kristen Johnson, Patrick Dunkle, Jackson Bowering, Peyton Scanlon, Dr. McEwen, Ben Hartley, Genesis Williams, Shui Lin, Dr. Ryan Ruckel
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From left to right: Leah Penton Forrest County Sophomore Maid, Lexi Barnett Poplarville Sophomore Maid, McKenzie Hanson Poplarville Freshman Maid, 
Desinty Cangelosi Hancock Sophomore Maid, Aliciana Carter Poplarville Queen, Priscilla Bolian Poplarville Sophomore Maid, Kallie Hunt Poplarville Freshman Maid, 
Alexis Johnston Forrest County Freshman Maid, Jazzalyn Gelinas Hancock Freshman Maid

ALL ROADS LED HOME FOR PEARL RIVER 
HOMECOMING 2021 CELEBRATION

Pearl River Community College Wild-
cats came from near and far to celebrate 

Homecoming 2021. Evening festivities 
began with the Homecoming Parade and 
ended with fireworks after an amazing 
football game. 

Mississippi Secretary of State Michael 
Watson served as Grand Marshal of the 
Homecoming parade and honorary captain 
for the coin toss. He was accompanied by 
his three daughters, Gracie Pierce, Annie 
and Cora Beth. Cheerleaders, The Spirit of 
the River marching band, String of Pearls 
and Color Guard processed before being 
followed by the Homecoming Court on 
PRCC golf carts.  

Prior to the presentation of the Homecom-
ing Court, tailgating areas were available for 
alumni and current students. Thanks to a 
generous donation by Highland Hospital, 
Kona Ice was on hand for a sweet delight 
pregame. The Student Government Associ-
ation ran the student tailgating area on the 
east side with games, face painting items, a 

sign making station, along with beverages 
and snacks. The Mississippi Secretary of 
State's Office was set up just inside the 
gate to help attendees check on their voter 
registration status. 

The Wildcat Way Show also debuted 
a very special edition of College 
GameDay on the videoboard with President 
Dr. Adam Breerwood serving as the 
guest picker. 

COURT PRESENTATION 

Prior to kick-off, the Homecoming Court 
was presented. The 2021 Homecoming 
Queen is Picayune resident, Aliciana Carter. 
Carter is the daughter of Leslie Ellis Smith, 
Jonathan Smith, and Alvin Carter. Carter 
was a graduate of Picayune Memorial high 
School, where she was part of the Show 
Choir, the Pride of the Tide, as well as 
Lady Tide Softball and Volleyball teams. 
She is currently in the Medical Laboratory 
Technology program and a member of the 
String of Pearls dance team. After PRCC, 
Carter plans to obtain a bachelor's degree in 
biological sciences. 

This year’s Freshman Maids are Alexis 
Johnston from Richton, Jazzalyn Arianna 
Gelinas from Bay St. Louis, McKenzie 
Hanson from Hurley and Kellie Hunt from 
Picayune.  

Johnston is the daughter of Kristen and 
Charles Cochran. She graduated from First 
Assembly Christian Academy during which 
time she played volleyball and softball in 
an out of school league. She is planning to 
complete her associate degree in nursing 
with the desire to work at a hospital with 
NICU babies. 

Gelinas is the daughter of Shannon and 
Gerard Gelinas. She is a graduate of Bay 
High School where she enjoyed spending 
time with friends. She is currently in the 
Business Management and Entrepreneur-
ship program with a vision of opening a 
bakery and becoming a licensed herbalist. 

Hunt is the daughter of DeAnna and Jason 
Hunt. She graduated from Picayune Me-
morial High School where she was on the 
Lady Tide Softball team all four years and 

continued on page 8
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the Lady Tide Volleyball team for two years. 
Her concentration at PRCC is Business 
Management and she is a member of the 
PRCC softball team. After graduating, she 
plans to go into real estate. 

Hanson is the daughter of Mashay and 
George Hanson. A graduate of East 
Central High School, she was a member 
of the cheerleading squad for all four years. 
Currently, she is pursuing general studies for 
an associate degree while being a Wildcat 
Cheerleader and holding a work study 
position in the Admissions Office.  

Sophomore Maids for 2021 are Leah 
Brienne Penton from Carriere, Destiney 
Cangelosi from Slidell, Louisiana, Lexi 
Barnett from Poplarville and Priscilla Bolian 
from Diamondhead.  

Penton is the daughter of Amy Dossett, Kyle 
Dossett, Terry James Penton and Brittney 
Penton. She graduated from Pearl River 
Central High School where she was on the 
varsity softball and cheer teams, the dance 
team, Beta Club, and the National Honor 
Society. She is in the Dental Assisting 
program with plans to apply for Dental Hy-
giene instead. She is a member of the String 
of Pearls dance team and Phi Theta Kappa 

honor society. After graduation, she wants 
to be employed as a Registered 
Dental Hygienist. 

Cangelosi is the daughter of Chantelle 
Congelosi and Kris Stravinsky. She is 
a graduate of Slidell High School where 
she was on the volleyball team. She is in the 
nursing program and plans to attend LSU 
to enter the field of anesthesiology. 

Barnett is the daughter of Stefanie and 
Duane Smith. A graduate of Pearl River 
Central High School, she was a member of 
the Beta Club and National Honor Society. 
At PRCC, she is studying psychology while 
also being a member of the Baptist Student 
Union, Honors Institute, an officer of Phi 
Theta Kappa and a Student Government 
Association sophomore representative.  

Bolian is the daughter of Alissa and 
Carl Bolian. She was homeschooled during 
which time she was a competitive dancer 
for a decade, a model, and an assistant 
dance teacher. Bolian is in the Dental Hy-
giene program as well as a member of 
the Baptist Student Union, Phi Theta 
Kappa, and String of Pearls dance team. She 
plans to be a registered dental hygienist 
after graduation.    

PRCC SPEEDS PAST HOLMES

The Homecoming football game did not dis-
appoint Wildcat fans. Having the team enter 
with pyrotechnics for Homecoming set a 
festive tone. But some fans were still finding 
their seats at kickoff, with no idea how the 
next few minutes would play out. 

Within what seemed like seconds, 
Tony Brown (Hurley; East Central) set the 
theme for the game with a 56-yard run to get 
the first touchdown of the evening. While 
Holmes quickly countered, the Wildcats 
took hold of the game with several more 
long runs resulting in touchdowns, eventual-
ly winning 55-7. 

The halftime show featured The Spirit of the 
River Marching Band, String of Pearls, and 
Color Guard. Wildcat fans then enjoyed a 
fabulous fireworks show sponsored by High-
land Hospital.  RRR

continued from page 7
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Pearl River's football team ran out 
to pyrotechnics Oct. 7 night as 

part of the college's expanded Homecoming 
festivities.

Then the fireworks began.

Led by incredible rushing performances 
from Tony Brown (Hurley; East Central) 
and Nick Milsap (Raleigh; Oak Grove) 
the Wildcats bounced Holmes 55-7 inside a 
raucous Dobie Holden Stadium.

The victory marked the Wildcats' most 
lopsided win since the Wildcats defeated 
Coahoma 59-10 in 2006. The win was also 
PRCC's greatest offensive performance 
since defeating East Central 59-40 in 2017.

“We feel like our team is good enough to beat 
anybody, but all year the problem has been 
us with turnovers,” said PRCC coach Seth 
Smith. “Coach Ty Trahan, TaRon Sims and 
Lorenzo Breland are as good as it gets when 
it comes to defense. We just had to help 
them. 

“Tonight Coach David Chatham and the 
offense helped them. When you talk about a 
vision, this is the vision.”

Collectively, the Wildcats set a school 
record by rushing for 534 yards — blowing 
past the previous high of 457 set in 1993.

“That just shows how much everyone keeps 
working after everything that we've been 
through this season,” Brown said. “Even 
though we haven't started off too great, 
we've continued to fight, and I love that 
about this team. We just need to continue to 
do the same thing.”

If the fireworks, which were provided by 
Highland Community Hospital and Pearl 
River County Hospital and Nursing Home, 
and the Homecoming court presentation 
were the openers, Brown and the Wildcat 
running backs were the headliners.

Brown showed exactly why he earned the 
nickname “Touchdown Tony Brown” on 
Thursday breaking loose for 229 yards and 
four scores on just 10 carries. Both numbers 
rank second all-time in Pearl River's 
single-game performances; Mike Toefield 
rushed for 264 yards in 1989 and Kenshun 
Smith collected five TDs in 1994.

“We're just fortunate and give God the glory 
for that win and the ability to play football 
itself.”

Added Smith: “I've said this and I've meant 
this: (The slow start) has been my fault. This 
is the kind of football, it may be boring, but 
we've had success with it. I've done a bad job 
of relying on the little bit of football that I 
know and tonight was reflective of what our 
kids are capable of doing when they know 
what to do.” 

MS SECRETARY OF STATE

Prior to the game, Mississippi Secretary of 
State Michael Watson joined the Wildcats 
for their Homecoming festivities. Watson, 
joined by his daughters Gracie Pierce, Annie 
and Cora Beth, served as the Homecoming 
parade's grand marshal and then was the 
honorary captain for the coin toss. Watson 
was traveling the state to help increase voter 
registration. RRR

“That's who Tony is,” Smith said. “You got to 
see who he is and what got him a division 
one scholarship. He's phenomenal.”

Brown’s touchdowns went for 56, 4, 81 and 
72 yards.

Will Young (Hurley; East Central) scored 
on a 1-yard keeper and completed a 30-yard 
touchdown strike to Antonio Gayden 
(Harvey, La.; West Jefferson). Milsap added 
an 80-yard touchdown run.

Qavonte Swanigan (Foxworth; West Mari-
on) got in on the scoring, too, breaking free 
for a 22-yard score.

“We switched up a lot of what we were doing 
up front. It helped a ton for us tonight,” said 
Young, who started the game at quarterback. 

“I'm really glad we did that because it opened 
up the holes. We lined up differently in 
some formations, so their defensive line 
didn't know what to do on a lot of things. 

PEARL RIVER RUNS WILD OVER 
HOLMES ON HOMECOMING
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For the first time in more than a decade 
Pearl River Community College will be 

dusting off its clubs and hitting the links.

PRCC announced last month that it has 
reinstated its men's golf program. Addition-
ally, the Wildcats plan to gradually build 
Mississippi's only JUCO women's golf squad.

"Golf has retained its popularity in our 
surrounding district with our high schools. 
We're constantly looking for opportunities 
to bring students to Pearl River, to find 
things they can be involved in and to help 
make moments memories," Pearl River Pres-
ident Dr. Adam Breerwood said. "We think 
the more we can offer students through 
athletics programs, clubs and organizations, 
the more they will be lifelong supporters of 
our institution."

The Pearl River Board of Trustees officially 
approved the reinstatement of the men's 
program and creation of the women's pro-
gram during its Feb. 9 monthly meeting. 
The NJCAA approved PRCC's plans short-
ly thereafter.

"It's an exciting time at Pearl River Commu-
nity College. We continue to grow under 

A native of Picayune and graduate of Pica-
yune High, Scarborough was a standout at 
PRCC from 1994-96. During that time, un-
der the guidance of coach Mike Humphreys, 
Scarborough earned All-Region 23 honors 
in 1995 as the Wildcats won both the State 
and Region 23 titles. 

"Coby brings a lot to the table with knowl-
edge and experience. He's a hometown guy 
in the sense he was raised in Picayune, grad-
uated from Picayune High School, attended 
Pearl River and had a lot of success here. He 
has a wealth of knowledge and experience, 
not only locally but on the national stage," 
Breerwood said. "We always strive to hire 
people who understand what we're trying to 
do, both on and off the course. Coby checks 
all those boxes for us. 

"He's going to be a great addition to the 
family at Pearl River."

HOME COURSE

The Wildcats will once again call Millbrook 
Golf & Country Club home. PRCC hopes 
the course will be added to the MACCC 
tournament rotation in the near future. 
RRR

Dr. Breerwood's supreme leadership in a 
time where growth seems stagnant," Pearl 
River Director of Athletics Scotty Fletcher 
said. "I would like to give our Board of Trus-
tees and our President Dr. Breerwood all the 
credit for seeing the value in bringing back a 
sport that means a lot to our great state and 
especially our local community."

NEW COACH

Leading the new era of Pearl River golf 
will be a familiar name in PRCC Hall of 
Fame inductee Coby Scarborough. The 
former All-Region 23 performer is a Class 
A PGA Professional at Millbrook Golf & 
Country Club, which will be the Wildcats' 
home course.

"It's an honor," Scarborough said of his new 
role at his alma mater. "Born and raised here 
in Picayune and growing up at the Mill-
brook Country Club, it's like a dream come 
true honestly. I played golf here growing up 
in high school and I was very fortunate to 
play at Pearl River Community College and 
now I'm back to run the program. 

"I'm very honored to give back to the com-
munity that gave me a lot. The College gave 
me a good life."

PEARL RIVER HALL OF FAMER TO 
REVIVE GOLF PROGRAM
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The fall and winter months are always 
incredibly busy for the Pearl River 

Athletics Department as the end of the fall 
season merges with the start of the winter 
season.

VOLLEYBALL

Pearl River’s volleyball program continues 
to be a trailblazer. In only their third year 
of existence, the Wildcats not only broke 
into the NJCAA ranking but climbed as 
high as No. 18 before hosting its first ever 
Region 23 Championship match inside 
Shivers Gymnasium. The Wildcats recently 
concluded a successful 2021 fall campaign 
with a remarkable 27-4 overall record.

MEN’S SOCCER

Men’s soccer is another program that has 
climbed into national prominence. The 
Wildcats are currently ranked No. 2 in the 
country and are the lone unbeaten team 
among NJCAA Division II foes with an 
impressive 11-0-2 record. PRCC won the 

on last year’s 12-2 squad. Over the course 
of two seasons, PRCC has lost only two 
matches.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Pearl River’s women’s program continues 
to climb the ranks in the MACCC. The 
Wildcats have a busy weekend ahead to open 
the season, playing at Gadsden State on 
Friday and visiting Snead State on Saturday. 
The Wildcats will make their home debut 
Thursday, Nov. 11 against Snead State. Like 
the men’s squad, PRCC’s women’s team 
has plenty of experience. Tae Burrage and 
Alesha Temple are back for Year 3 repre-
senting the maroon and gold, while five 
other Wildcats return from last year’s team. 
PRCC also added two D1 transfers from 
Northwestern State.

RODEO

Pearl River’s rodeo program is off to a strong 
start in 2021-22. The Wildcats competed at 
Missouri Valley College and West Alabama 
in September and then Three Rivers College 
last month. The Wildcats close out 2021 
with two more events this month. PRCC 
visits Southern Arkansas this weekend and 
then heads to Murray State Nov. 18.

TICKETING

Single game and season tickets are on sale 
now for basketball. Tickets can be pur-
chased online at:

PRCCAthletics.com/tickets

Pearl River faculty, staff and students all get 
in free using their fall All-Sport Pass, which 
can be found in their email.  RRR

MACCC South Division title to earn a bye 
into the MACCC/Region 23 Tournament, 
hosted by Holmes. The semifinal round is 
scheduled for Saturday and the champion-
ship match will be Sunday.

WOMEN’S SOCCER

The Pearl River women’s soccer program had 
a strong finish to the 2021 regular season, 
claiming a playoff berth and the right to 
host Itawamba in the MACCC/Region 23 
Tournament quarterfinal round on Tuesday. 
PRCC closed out the season with a four 
match unbeaten streak, going 3-0-1 and 
out-scoring opponents 7-0; in fact, PRCC 
was 4-1-1 in the month of October.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

The reigning Co-MACCC Championship 
Wildcats will begin their 2021-22 season on 
Monday with a strong test against William 
Carey’s JV team. The Wildcats’ roster is 
bolstered by three two-year starters and five 
student athletes who played prominent roles 

'CROSSOVER SEASON' PROVIDING PLENTY OF 
EXCITEMENT AT PEARL RIVER

https://www.prccathletics.com/tickets
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BROWNSTONE HOSTS 

GRAMMY AWARD-WINNING 

ARTIST JASON CRABB

In his career, Kentucky-born Jason Crabb 
has been honored with two GRAMMY 

awards along with 22 GMA Dove Awards—
being named the Gospel Music Association 
Dove Awards Artist and Male Vocalist of 
the Year along with Song of the Year—along 
with a host of industry honors and recog-
nitions, with chart-topping hits that inspire 
the multitudes. 

Among his honors, he is the youngest mem-
ber to be inducted into the Kentucky Music 
Hall of Fame, and his hometown of Beaver 
Dam, KY recognized him by naming a street 
as Jason Crabb Drive.

Crabb’s electrifying stage presence, power-
house vocals, and magnetic personality have 
endeared him to millions across the world  —
through extensive personal appearances, 
media coverage, and social media including 
over 20 million views on YouTube.

Crabb has been featured and covered by 
many media outlets as well, including: 
People Magazine, Fox News, Country Liv-
ing, The Huffington Post, Billboard, USA 
Today, Entertainment Tonight, and Country 
Weekly, among others, and was named one 
of Nashville's Most Beautiful People by 
Nashville Lifestyles Magazine. Crabb is 
also frequently seen on television hosting 
on TBN, appearing on awards shows and 
television specials for a variety of networks.  
RRR

Buy tickets online,

over the phone, or in-person!

BROWNSTONECENTER.COM

601.403.1180

Moody Hall, Office 214
101 Highway 11 North
Poplarville, MS 39470

• $17/$22
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P earl River Community College will 
be welcoming community members 

onto the Poplarville campus for the 
fifth annual Wildcat Wonderland expe-
rience Nov. 18 from 5-7:30 p.m. 

This FREE event is guaranteed to have 
something for everyone in the family 
as PRCC comes to life with the holiday 
spirit. Much of campus is decorated 
with favorite shows in mind like “Pea-
nuts,” “How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas,” and, of course, “Frozen.” 

“There is an excitement in the air,” said 
Senior Vice President for Instruction/
Provost Dr. Martha Lou Smith. “People 
are preparing to welcome the commu-
nity to the campus. 

“Faculty, staff and students work hard 
to get ready for the event, and this 
night kicks off the holiday season for 
everyone. We are blessed that PRCC 
President Dr. Adam Breerwood is 
always supportive of the event and he 
passes on his appreciation of the time 
that individuals dedicate to the 
night’s success.” 

Kids can visit with Santa in the Brown-
stone Center for the Arts, decorate 
cookies with Mrs. Claus, take a ride 
on the “Polar Express,” write letters to 
Santa, enjoy reindeer games, watch a 

“The pure joy on my children’s faces 
remind me why the Wildcat Family 
decided to pull together forces and 
create a free public event to kick off 
the holiday season.  

“We pride ourselves on being a fami-
ly-first institution and this is a prime 
example of creating a generation of 
future Wildcats who will remember 
this event for years to come.” 

STOCKING THE SLEIGH 

Attendees are asked to join the “Stock-
ing the Sleigh” donation drive that 
evening. Non-perishable items will 
be collected at the red sleigh outside 
the recruitment office during Wildcat 
Wonderland. Donations will go to 
benefit children and students associ-
ated with The Market and Backpack 
Buddies of Poplarville, Inc. This is an 
easy way to help our neighbors during
the holiday season. 

PRCC’s Faculty & Staff Association is 
also hosting a collection drive in front 
of the Ramey’s grocery store across 
from PRCC’s Poplarville campus from 
9:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. on Nov. 18. Dona-
tions will go to “Stocking the Sleigh.” 
The donation drive is also being aided 
by the Wildcat Kids Club. 

The Market on the Poplarville Campus 
of PRCC is a food pantry for students, 
faculty and staff experiencing food 
insecurity. Items that are always needed 
include jelly, peanut butter, chicken 
noodle soup, fruit cups, hot chocolate 
packets, chips, soap, and toothpaste. 

Backpack Buddies of Poplarville was 
started in October 2014 and is housed 
at the First United Methodist Church 
of Poplarville. Their mission is to 
provide food for children within the 
Poplarville School District who have 
little or no food over the weekends and 
to provide unmet essential necessities 
throughout the school year. Donations 
are asked to be items that are individ-
ually packaged and typically with pull 
tab openings for younger children 
to manage. RRR

Christmas movie on the Dobie Holden 
Stadium videoboard or make crafts 
and slime. 

Many very special guests have been 
confirmed, including the Grinch, Olaf 
from “Frozen,” Mickey Mouse and 
Minnie Mouse and Snoopy. 

As if that wasn’t enough, PRCC is 
bringing in a bounce house as well as a 
live Nativity and petting zoo. 

There will also be lights — plenty of 
them. Thousands of lights and displays 
will illuminate PRCC so that even 
Santa Claus himself will be able to see 
Poplarville as he travels the globe. 

“Wildcat Wonderland is the shared 
efforts of many people from many 
departments,” Smith said. “Instructors, 
support services and the physical plant 
are all important to the event’s success. 
The same could be said of Stocking 
the Sleigh. Supporting students, 
staff and the community is a shared 
responsibility.” 

Additionally, PRCC’s Museum will also 
be open to the public. 

“As an employee and parent this is one 
of my favorite events all year,” said Vice 
President of Enrollment Management 
and Business Services Candace Harper. 

WILDCAT WONDERLAND 
RETURNS TO PRCC

FAMILIES INVITED TO EXPERIENCE WILDCAT WONDERLAND 
AT PEARL RIVER COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Find the Wildcat Wonderland map at:
PRCC.EDU/WILDCATWONDERLAND

http://PRCC.EDU/WILDCATWONDERLAND
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Our children and grandchildren are the 
future of the community and college. 

The Wildcat Kids Club is designed to help 
raise our community's youngest members in 

"The Wildcat Way" so that one day they will 
lead their peers with pride, respect, class and 
character.

Our goal is that these children will one day 
look back on their childhood and remember 
their experience with Pearl River Commu-
nity College. We strive to show them how 
special they are to our institution. 

The Wildcat Kids Club membership 

includes: 

• Fun events through our PRCC Resource 
and Referral Center to have children 
involved on campus 

• Giveaways such as such as pom poms, 
coloring books, tattoos, and other fun 
things distributed by friendly staff at our 
PRCC events 

• A monthly newsletter highlighting what 
PRCC has to offer for kids 

To sign up, visit:

PRCCAthletics.com/WildcatKidsClub

Little Wildcat of the Month is a way to 
shine a light on the kids in our community 
and make them feel special. Parents are 
asked to send in a small biography of their 
child they wish to nominate along with a 
current photo of them. Selecting who to fea-
ture can be challenging. But, ultimately, we 
want every child to have the opportunity to 
feel special through the Wildcat Kids Club.
RRR

Parker Pullens is 6 years old and a first 
grader at Poplarville Lower Elementary 
Scho0l. He is an active member of Cub 
Scouts and wants to be a scientist when 
he grows up.

Pepper Pullens is 3 years old and attends 
the Pearl River Community College Learn-
ing Lab. She enjoys gymnastics and watching 
the PRCC Cheerleaders.

PRCC's Childcare Development celebrat-

ed its 50th day of school by dressing in 

the 1950s and had several special guests. 

Our amazing Wildcat Cheerleaders were 

"happy to help" with the celebration!

To honor an individual or group who you 

believe is "Happy to Help" email nomina-

tions to media@prcc.edu with "Happy to 

Help Nomination" in the subject line!



1 6

DEPARTMENT CHAIR & INSTRUCTOR 
OF SURGICAL TECHNOLOGY (FCC)

TAMMY ALLHOFF

STUDENT SUPPORT LIAISON,
HANCOCK CAMPUS

FRESHMAN, POPLARVILLE CAMPUS

JASMINE HARTWELL

ETHAN FAIRLEY

Tammy joined the PRCC faculty as 
an adjunct instructor in 1995. She 
became the director in 2011.  Prior 
to working with PRCC, Tammy was 
trained to be on the first Open Heart 
Cardiovascular Team at FGH. After 
working on the Heart Team, Tammy 
worked as a Certified Surgical First 
Assistant to a group of General, Tho-
racic and Peripheral Vascular surgeons 
and spent 5 additional years working 
as a CSFA for a Peripheral Vascular 
surgeon. 

Tammy Allhoff is a published author 
of the book titled, “Surgical Mayo 
Setups” and surgical instrument 
digital learning modules. She has also 
co-edited numerous Surgical Technol-
ogy and surgical related resources, and 
additional resources for allied health 
care workers including, The Gale 
Encyclopedia of Surgery and Medical 
Tests and The Gale Encyclopedia of 
Cancer.  

Tammy earned her Surgical Tech-
nology Certificate from Meridian 
Community College, an Associate of 
Applied Science Degree from PRCC 

and completed her B.S. Degree at the 
University of Southern Mississippi. 
Tammy resides in Hattiesburg and 
considers her marriage of 27 years 
and her two sons among her greatest 
achievements. Tammy’s sons include 
Nick who is a United States Marine 
working as a Military Police, and her 
youngest son, Brad. Brad is in his 
second year at USM following a 2 year 
period as a PRCC Wildcat while he 
earned an AAS Degree.   

“Teaching is challenging at times but 
also very rewarding. I get to share my 
passion of surgery and train our future 
allied health care workers. I can hon-
estly say that I wouldn’t change my 
career even if I could. I am fortunate 

to do what I enjoy and be a Wildcat.”

Jasmine graduated from PRCC with 
an associate degree in art. She current-
ly calls Gulfport home. 

When someone enters the Hancock 
Campus, Jasmine is who they’ll see 
inside the double doors. She is there 
to assist students with whatever is 
needed including IDs, signing up 

for FASFA, making a payment, or 
registering for classes. She also assists 
Dr. Barnes. Outside of work, Jasmine 
enjoys travelling and spending time 
with her family. Orlando has been her 
favorite place to visit so far.

“PRCC is a good place to be because 
we care about our students. We go 
up and above to make sure students 
receive what they need to succeed. We 
offer many programs and our goal is 
to help anyway possible. “

Ethan is a freshman in the Computer 
Networking Technology program on 
the Poplarville Campus. He is from 
Hattiesburg and graduated from Oak 
Grove High School. 

“PRCC is special to me because the 
people and campus feel like home. I 
guess you could say it's a home away 
from home! Not only that but PRCC 
offered me financial aid that other 
schools couldn't. I commute for about 
two hours a day from Oak Grove to 
Poplarville and back. The drive never 
gets boring though because I'm always 
looking forward to seeing my lovely 
classmates and teachers!”
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September 2021

Heather Baker

Zachary Bennett

Jessica Pittman

eLearning Support Specialist
Coordinator of Wellness and Student Activities (FCC)
Testing Assistant



Poplarville Campus
101 Highway 11 North
Poplarville, Miss. 39470

Forrest County Campus
5448 Highway 49 South
Hattiesburg, Miss. 39401

Hancock Campus
454 Highway 90, Suite D
Waveland, Miss. 39576

www.prcc.edu

601.403.1000


