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Our goal is to honor the strong history and 

traditions of the past while guiding a new 

generation of Wildcats into tomorrow.

—Delana Harris

OUR GOAL…

Hello Wildcat Family and Friends, 

The start of a new academic year brings excitement as 
opportunities to learn and grow are abundant! As an 
alumnus, it is refreshing to visit the campuses and see 
the next generation of Wildcats walking the courtyards, 
hallways and classrooms of those before them. This edition 
of the River is Rising Report brings you updates from our 
academic, athletic and alumni divisions as well as other 
information regarding special events on campus.  

Our fall sports are underway and we invite you to attend a 
game to support these outstanding PRCC student-athletes. 
The lights and sounds of the Brownstone Center are also 
in full swing as performers and special guests take the stage 
for the 2022-23 fine arts season. We encourage each of you 
to check the Brownstone calendar and attend an event. 
From performances by the Mississippi Symphony to our 
PRCC students hosting their annual holiday concert; there 
is something for the whole family to enjoy! Visiting our 
campuses and attending events are great ways for alumni 
and community members to provide support to our current 
students.  

An additional way to support PRCC is by joining the 
Alumni Association. This allows alumni, supporters and 
community members the opportunity to keep up-to-date 

with what is happening at our College. There are also great 
benefits associated with your Alumni Membership so be 
sure to join today! Visit www.prcc.edu/alumni to join or 
call 601-403-1183.

As data and reports become available, it is evident that Pearl 
River Community College continues to be recognized on 
the state and national levels as an outstanding institution 
of higher learning. Our teams at PRCC take pride in 
providing students with the best educational experience 
possible. Improving processes, expanding programs and 
eliminating barriers for our students are just a few of the 
areas we focus on daily to ensure that PRCC continues to 
its legacy of success. 

Thank you for your continued support to our College and 
communities! YOU truly make a positive impact in the lives 
of our students and we are forever grateful for the support! 

We look forward to seeing you on our campuses this year! 

Go Wildcats!!!

Delana Harris, Executive Director
Development Foundation & Alumni Association
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Pearl River Community College 
welcomed hundreds of families and 

friends to Dobie Holden Stadium on the 
Poplarville campus May 6 to celebrate the 
graduation of more than 600 students.  

The morning ceremony awarded degrees to 
243 students from Career Technical Educa-
tion programs including Allied Health and 
Nursing. The invocation was given by Land-
un T’rail Hinton of Richton, the National 
Anthem was sung by Sarah Harrington of 
Lumberton, and the benediction was done 
by Savannah Rea of Slidell, La. 

The afternoon ceremony recognized 371 
students receiving an Associates in Arts 
degree. The invocation was given by Patrick 
Dunkle of Brooklyn, the National Anthem 
was sung by Mallorie Saucier of Carriere, 
and the benediction was done by Charles 
Byrd of Lumberton. 

“We want to tell you how absolutely amazing 
each of you are,” said PRCC President Dr. 
Adam Breerwood. “You have a community 
of people who believe in you – always 
believe in yourself.” 

Several student groups were honored by 
Breerwood throughout the ceremonies, ask-
ing associated students to stand and be con-
gratulated. The groups included Phi Theta 
Kappa, National Technical Honors Society, 

PRCC Middle College, Dr. William Lewis 
Honors Institute, and more. 

Graduates were also reminded of the 
Wildcat Way.

“You are asked to walk your journey with 
pride, to show respect to all you encounter, 
to always demonstrate what it means to 
treat others with class, and to carry yourself 
with character,” said Breerwood. “We en-
courage you to carry that same philosophy 
with you as you graduate today.” 

Michael M. McNair of Columbia was 
emotional upon his graduation from the 
Commercial & Residential Construction 
Technology program. After years of working 
construction with a high school degree, he 
decided to come to PRCC to get a degree 
and have a new beginning.  

“I want to open my own business,” said Mc-
Nair. “I plan to build spec houses and grow 
from there.” 

Other graduates found the day to be 
emotional as well. Raynah Travis from Hat-
tiesburg is a student in Middle College. She 
is graduating with her Associates in Arts be-
fore receiving her high school diploma from 
Hattiesburg High School. In the fall, she 
plans to attend Texas Southern University 
to earn a degree in health science. 

“Middle College was a big help for me and 
my family,” said Travis. “This helped take 
the financial burden off my mom who has 
sacrificed so much for me. I just know that 
she, my family, and my friends are proud 
of me.” 

Both ceremonies were livestreamed. The 
footage is available on PRCC’s YouTube 
channel and Facebook page. 

GETTING STARTED AT PRCC 
Enrolling at Pearl River Community Col-
lege requires just four simple steps: 

1. Apply for Admissions online and have 
your transcript sent 

2. Apply for Financial Aid, including com-
pleteing your FASFA 

3. Apply for Housing if needed 

4. Sign up for ROAR, our orientation pro-
gram to help you have the BEST experience 
as a Wildcat  

Visit PRCC.EDU/Admissions to become a 
Wildcat today. 

Anyone interested in a tour of the Forrest 
County Campus or Poplarville Campus 
can reach out to the Office of Recruitment 
by calling 601-403-1197, emailing recruit-
ment@ prcc.edu, or visiting the webpage 
prcc.edu/recruitment. RRR

PEARL RIVER CELEBRATES 
GRADUATES FOR 2021–22
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DID YOU GRADUATE
FROM PRCC?

VISIT: PRCC.EDU/ALUMNI/JOINTODAY

STAY CONNECTED BY JOINING THE
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION & DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION!

0 40 4

SHANA BREERWOOD 
ELECTED TO POSITION ON 
THE MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE ADVANCEMENT & 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
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Jeff Long, Vice President for Pop-
larville Campus and Student Servic-

es, and Dr. Jennifer Seal, Vice President 
for Planning and Institutional Research, 
represented Pearl River Community 
College among 29 Mississippi commu-
nity college administrators who recent-
ly completed the Community College 
Policy Fellows Program (CPFP). The 
program culminated in the Washing-
ton, D.C. Legislative Summit where 
they advocated on behalf of community 
college students. 

The Community College Policy Fellows 
Program is a 20-month professional de-
velopment initiative sponsored by the 
Mississippi Community College Board 
and directed by AdvocacyBuild, LLC.  
The curriculum focuses on four national 
program pillars: policy, leadership, 
networking, and advocacy. 

“Pearl River Community College utiliz-
es all available platforms to better serve 
our students,” PRCC President Dr. 
Adam Breerwood said. “We were hon-
ored for two of our vice presidents to 
represent the College and our students 
at the national level.” 

The 2022 CPFP cohort focused on 
two policy issues: (1) short-term Pell 

eligibility for short-term training 
programs and (2) broadband expan-
sion throughout the State. Currently, 
to qualify for Pell Grants, a program 
must be 600 clock hours. Eligibility 
for shorter-term programs should be 
established, with safeguards to ensure 
that only high-quality programs receive 
support.  Community colleges serve all 
Mississippi students, including those in 
areas without adequate broadband ca-
pacity. Supporting these initiatives will 
eliminate access barriers for students 
and enhance equal access to higher 
education.  

While in Washington, D.C., April 3-6, 
the Fellows met with members of the 
Mississippi congressional delegations 
including Senators Cindy Hyde-Smith 
and Roger Wicker, and U.S. House 
members Michael Guest, Trent 
Kelly, and Steven Palazzo. The CPFP 
members also met with the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Commerce, the U.S. 
Department of Education staff, and the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural 
Development Office. Prior to meeting 
with the delegates, the Fellows were 
briefed on policy issues by the Associ-
ation of Community College Trustees, 
the American Association of Commu-

nity Colleges, and the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association. 

“The CPFP is an outstanding program 
that helped educate me on issues such 
as federal and state legislation, and how 
the advocacy process works between 
our system and law-making,” Long 
said. “I am grateful to all those involved 
in providing such a program, includ-
ing Pearl River Community College 
and their support, plus Dr. Ed Davis 
and Tyson Elbert for their hard work 
making the program successful for its 
fellows.” 

Added Dr. Seal: “At Pearl River Com-
munity College, we advocate for stu-
dents on a daily basis in a wide variety 
of areas. Working with the Community 
College Policy Fellows Program, afford-
ed us the opportunity to champion the 
efforts of all Mississippi community 
colleges on a national platform while 
strengthening relationships with elect-
ed officials and their colleagues.” RRR

PEARL RIVER ADMINISTRATORS ADVOCATE 
FOR COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS
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In a year’s time, you can be prepared to 
take on a Diagnostic Medical Sonog-

raphy career, starting this fall semester 
at Pearl River Community College’s 
Forrest County Campus.

Sonography will begin in August and 
run for 12 months. Only 15 students 
will be accepted into the program.

Classes will run during the day, Monday 
through Thursday. The median annual 
income is $56,534 at the state level.

Diagnostic Medical Sonography uses 
high frequency sound waves to produce 
images of organs, masses, fluid collec-
tions, and vascular structures within 
the human body. Sonography is user 
dependent, requiring competent and 
highly skilled professionals to be a part 
of the integral health care system.

“Pearl River has worked hard to add and 
expand programs that both align to 
the needs of local healthcare providers 
and provide high-paying skills for the 
people in our district,” said Dr. James 
David Collum, Dean of Career and 
Technical Education at the Forrest 
County Campus.

“The fact that our healthcare providers 
request new programs and more gradu-

ates, speaks to the value they see in our 
faculty and students.”

To apply to the Diagnostic Medical 
Sonography program, a student must 
have graduated from a JCERT Ra-
diologic Technology program (must 
include Radiographic Physics and Med-
ical Terminology component, could be 
built into Fundamental of Radiography 
or approved by the Program Director) 
or an A.A.S. degree in a Health Science 
& Nursing or an allied health program 
with an acute patient care component 
approved by the Diagnostic Medical 
Sonography Director. 

Some additional pre-requisites include:

-Verification of RTR credential by the 
first Diagnostic Medical Sonography 
class.

-Prerequisites for the first Diagnostic 
Medical Sonography course: College 
Algebra, Human Anatomy & Physiolo-
gy I and II with labs, English Composi-
tion I, Public Speaking or Interpersonal 
Communication, Humanities/Fine 
Arts Elective, and a Social/Behavioral 
Science Elective.

All prerequisite courses must be 
completed with a “C” or above by the 

first Diagnostic Medical Sonography 
clinical.

Dr. Jana Causey, Vice President for 
Forrest County Campus, Allied Health 
and Nursing Programs, says PRCC 
is answering the call to a Healthcare 
shortage by implementing this new 
program.

“Many healthcare providers are sending 
people out of state to get this much 
needed training and we need to meet 
their needs by providing this service 
right here in the Pine Belt,” said Dr. 
Causey. “Our goal is to listen to our 
community needs and then provide 
training that builds and produces top 
notch services. We want healthcare to 
be the absolute best for the people in 
South Mississippi.”  

PRCC is only the second community 
college in Mississippi to offer this 
program. 

For information about the Sonography 
program, call 601-554-5505, email: 
jcollum@prcc.edu; or visit the Forrest 
County Campus on U.S. 49 South. 

To apply, go to: http://www.prcc.edu/
academics/plans/health-nursing/
sonography/apply  RRR

PRCC OFFERING SONOGRAPHY 
PROGRAM THIS FALL
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2022 FALL EVENTS

Buy tickets online,
over the phone, or in-person!

BROWNSTONECENTER.COM

601.403.1180

Moody Hall, Office 214
101 Highway 11 North
Poplarville, MS 39470

For nearly a decade, the Ethel Holden Brownstone Center has served as a bea-
con for the arts in south Mississippi.  Thousands of students have performed 

on the stage and tens of thousands of individuals have enjoyed events ranging 
from local dance recitals to headliner performances from well-known artists.

Brownstone Backstage is an initiative empowering individuals to offer support 
for the performing arts in their community. By joining the Brownstone Back-
stage you help our students create the best possible performances in the area. 
You help maintain the beauty and elegance of the facility, and help to attract 
artists from all over to come and perform on the Brownstone stage. 

No gift is too small, and donations are completely
tax deductible. Through automatic monthly drafts 
you can easily choose the contribution amount you 
prefer. As the proverb says, “Many hands make 
light work,” and together with the generosity of 
individuals like you we will keep the Brownstone 
Center mission to offer world-class entertainment 
for the community going strong for decades to come. 

Join the Brownstone Backstage today!
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GOLDEN FINISH: PEARL RIVER CLINCHES FIRST 
BASEBALL NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
It would've been easy for the No. 1 

Pearl River baseball team to fold after 
falling in the first game of the Cham-
pionship Series, but the Wildcats never 
lost faith. They turned in an emphatic 
response in game two, winning 19-1 to 
force a decisive game three. Dressed in 
the all gold uniforms, Pearl River took 
the field one last time Saturday, June 4 
and turned in a come from behind 7-2 
victory over No. 2 Madison to win the 
program's first National Championship.

The list of accomplishments for the 
group has continued to grow as the year 
went along. With the National Cham-
pionship victory, the Wildcats captured 
the championship triple crown after 
already taking home the MACCC 
Championship and the Region 23 
Championship. The team's 45 wins are 
the second most in program history. 
Additionally, the win was head coach 
Michael Avalon's 200th at the helm of 
the Pearl River baseball program.

"They didn't make it easy for sure. That's 
the way we wanted it and that's the way 
we prepared all year," Avalon said. "We 
were down early and these guys never 
quit. That's just not who we are. Man, 
what a special group. They simply made 
history today. All day today, I looked 

out there and thought this is the last 
time I get to coach Woody (Taylor 
Woodcock) and J.G. ( John Griffin 
Bell) in the middle. It's the last time I 
get to call pitches with Matt Mercer. 
The last time I get to coach Tate Parker 
who is the best player that I have ever 
coached and he's so humble about it. 
It's a storybook ending to one of the 
best chapters of my life. I can't thank all 
of these guys enough for this because 
they are a special, special group. All of 
these guys would tell you this is bigger 
than us. There have been a lot of really 
good players and really good teams that 
weren't blessed enough to be here. This 
group will live forever and that's what 
is special. This is the best program in 
the country. This is the best community 
college in the country. I'm just thankful 
and blessed to be a part of it and be at 
Pearl River."

"The last thing that me and my dad 
talked about before he passed was when 
he told me to get back here and win 
the whole thing. We did it. I'm proud 
of it. I miss him but I knew he was here 
before we went out. Before the last 
inning, Glory Days played. That was his 
favorite song and it played across the 
speakers. I knew he was here."

Pearl River Community College Presi-
dent Dr. Adam Breerwood spoke about 
the victory.

"Mission accomplished. This is just a 
remarkable team and a remarkable 
coaching staff. I'm in awe of them," he 
said. "Everything they have done this 
year has been amazing. Here we stand 
and we stand as a family. Hats off to 
coach Avalon, his staff and these players. 
It's incredible. We're so proud of them 
for bringing home the first National 
Championship."

HOW IT HAPPENED
Although Pearl River (45-11 overall) 
was the first team to come to the plate, 
it was Madison (49-11) who got into 
the run column first. The Wolfpack hit 
a two-run homer in the bottom of the 
first inning to take the lead.

It was a frustrating start to the day for 
the Wildcats as every barreled-up base-
ball seemed to find a Madison glove. 
Thankfully for Pearl River, Cole Tolbert 
(Laurel; West Jones) was electric on the 
mound over the next seven innings of 
the game to keep the Wildcats within 
striking distance.

The bats finally got going in the sixth 
inning as very fittingly the offensive 
continued on page 9
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leader of the team Tate Parker (Gulf-
port; West Harrison) stepped to the 
plate and went down in the zone to 
crush a solo homer to cut the deficit 
to one run at 2-1. The homer was his 
19th of the season. That's when the rally 
really began. Alex Perry (McComb; 
North Pike) smacked the first pitch of 
his at-bat for a single and D.K. Don-
aldson (Gulfport; West Harrison) 
followed him with a single of his own. 
Matt Mercer (Richton; Petal) was then 
hit by a pitch to load the bases for Ian 
Montz (Lafayette, La.; Acadiana). The 
freshman right fielder saw 10 pitches 
and fouled off seven of them before 
roping the 11th into right field for a 
two-run single, giving PRCC a 3-2 lead 
in the process.

Two crucial insurance runs came in 
for the Wildcats in the seventh frame 
to stretch the lead out to 5-2. Gabe 
Broadus (Wilmer, Ala.; Faith Academy) 
laced a single between the shortstop 
and third baseman to get things going. 
A Parker walk followed by Perry reach-
ing on a Wolfpack error loaded up the 
bases for Donaldson. As if Donaldson 
hadn't produced enough clutch hits 
in the World Series, the first baseman 
chopped a hard single just out of the 
reach of the Madison shortstop for two 
RBIs.

Montz opened the eighth inning with 
a single and advanced to second base 
on an error by the Wolfpack pitcher. 
He then moved around to third base 
after a wild pitch before a Madison balk 
brought him home to extend the lead 
6-2.

Perry added on another big run in the 
ninth inning, blasting a 1-0 pitch over 
the wall to put Pearl River ahead 7-2.

Turner Swistak (Hattiesburg; Oak 
Grove) had the ball in the ninth inning 
and got the first two batters out quickly. 
Finally, the third batter of the inning 
popped the fourth pitch of his at-bat 
into left field where Broadus was stand-
ing. The left fielder drifted to his right, 
caught the ball and then pandemonium 
ensued as the Wildcat dugout stormed 
the field for a dogpile.

BY THE NUMBERS
Tolbert was nearly untouchable in 
just his third start of the year. The 
right-hander finished his outing by 
throwing seven innings and allowing 
just two runs. He scattered five hits and 
one walk while striking out a staggering 
11 batters.

"It's like I told you before. We needed an 
energy start. Tolbert gave us that today," 
pitching coach Brandon Pennington 
said. "He's a competitor. That's a good 

team over there, they are really good. I 
can see why they won so many games. 
They can do a lot of things. Tolbert 
pitched his tail off tonight and I'm 
really going to miss him. He's going to 
leave big shoes to fill."

Swistak pitched the final two innings 
for the Wildcats, giving up one hit and 
striking out another.

Donaldson did it again at the dish, 
finishing 3-for-5 with two RBIs and 
one run scored. Perry went 2-for-5 with 
an RBI. Montz went 2-for-4 with two 
RBIs.

GOLD AWARDS
Donaldson took home tournament's 
Most Valuable Player award after finish-
ing the week 13-for-24 with nine RBIs 
and five runs scored.

"It's nothing short of a blessing to be 
part of this," Donaldson said. "We 
made history today and I can't be 
more thankful for it. It has me in tears 
thinking about how there will never be 
another group as close as we are. I've 
made friends for life and it's been a 
special year."

Parker was awarded the Outstanding 
Offensive Player award. He finished 
the tournament 10-for-24 with 10 runs 
scored, nine RBIs and three home runs.

"Tate is that guy who always gets that 
big hit. He's the same all of the time," 
Avalon said. "We've had a lot of really 
good players, but leading this team to 
the National Championship says it all. 
Somebody had to get that big hit and 
he's done it time and time again. He 
deserves to play professional baseball. 
He's an absolute hitter. He's a winner 
and he's going to get it done."

John Griffin Bell (Mobile, Ala.; Faith 
Academy) was awarded the Out-
standing Defensive Player award. The 
shortstop was lights out in the field, 
finishing the week with one error across 
16 total chances. Tolbert was awarded 
Outstanding Pitcher, finishing the week 
with nine innings pitched and 16 strike-
outs against just five hits, two runs and 
one walk. Head coach Michael Avalon 
was named Coach of the Tournament 
after leading his team to the title. RRR

continued from page 8
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Pearl River Community College is 
proud to announce its Athletics 

Hall of Fame Class of 2022.

This year’s six-person induction class 
is a distinguished group of Wildcats 
who excelled on the field and in the 
PRCC community. Comprising the 
Class of 2022 is football’s Ricky Cuevas, 
softball’s Rachel Hickman Kirkland 
and women’s basketball’s Carmen 
Labat. For the first time in the Hall of 
Fame’s history, a father-son duo will be 
inducted in the same class as baseball’s 
Eric Adkins and football’s Terry Wayne 
Adkins will be enshrined together. 
Long-time SID Mitch Deaver is also 
being inducted for his tireless dedica-
tion to the Athletics Department.

For the second year in a row, PRCC is 
introducing an exciting change.
PRCC is also honoring the 2002 
baseball team that broke through to the 
NJCAA Division II World Series for 
the first time in program history.

“This year’s Hall of Fame class is as dec-
orated as any. The selection process is 
always challenging when you have been 
blessed with extraordinary people and 
their talents here at The River. These 
honorees are more than worthy of this 
prestigious honor,” PRCC Athletics Di-
rector Scotty Fletcher said. “Pearl River 
Community College has a rich and 
storied history in athletics that is well 
documented. These individuals have 
cemented their names into another part 
of Wildcat history.

“The inductees touched many of lives 
with their ability to perform at an elite 
level, while capturing many memories 
wearing the maroon and gold.”

The ceremony will be held July 29 at 
Hollywood Casino & Resort Gulf 
Coast in Bay St. Louis. There will be a 
social hour at 5:30 p.m., followed by the 
banquet at 7 p.m. Tickets are $100 per 
ticket. Children 5 and under are free.

PRCC is also hosting a four-person 
scramble golf tournament at 9 a.m. July 
29 at The Bridges Golf Club in Bay St. 
Louis. Each golf team is $600.

To secure your team’s spot in the golf 
tournament or to purchase tickets, visit 
PRCCAthletics.com/tickets.

More information about the inductees 
will be provided prior to the July 29 
ceremony.

MEET THE CLASS
ERIC ADKINS: Eric Adkins was a 
catalyst for the Wildcats during his two 
seasons in Poplarville as a rare two-time 
triple-crown winner.

As a freshman on PRCC’s 2001 squad, 
the Purvis native claimed the triple 
crown by leading the Wildcats in bat-
ting average (.343), RBIs (37) and home 
runs (10). He also led PRCC with 13 
doubles and a .679 slugging percentage.

The third baseman followed up his 
debut performance by earning another 
triple crown. In 2002, Adkins hit 13 
homers to go along with a .372 batting 
average and 53 RBIs.

Adkins’ star continued to shine at Wil-
liam Carey, where he was a two-time 
Gulf Coast Athletic Conference Player 
of the Year and a two time All-GCAC 
selection. His 21 homers in 2004 are 
still a single-season record for the 
Crusaders.

TERRY WAYNE ADKINS: Terry Wayne 
Adkins was a true weapon for the Wild-
cats in 1973 and ’74. Head coach John 
Russell had the luxury of deploying one 
of the premier kickers in the country in 
Adkins.

The former North Forrest standout was 
a straight-on kicker who handled PATs, 
field goals and kickoff duties.

One of his best games as a Wildcat was 
a 29-7 victory over Hinds where Adkins 
accounted for 17 points on a 5-for-7 
showing on field goals plus two PATs.

Two games later, Adkins helped lift 
PRCC past North champion Missis-
sippi Delta 17-14 courtesy of a 42-yard 
field goal. His 62 points that season 
were second nationally and helped land 
Adkins on the all-state squad. He was 
also an All-American honorable men-
tion following the 9-1-1 season.

The following season, Adkins was good 
enough to earn post-season accolades 
again under the guidance of interim 
head coach and PRCC Hall of Famer 
Harvey Seligman.

Adkins still holds records for field 
goals in a season (13 in ’73), field goal 
attempts (24 in ’73) longest field goal 
(53 in ’74) and field goals in a game (five 
in ’73).

RICKY CUEVAS: A two-year starter on 
defense in 1974 and ’75, Cuevas is said 
to have been “as mean as a snake” for 
the Wildcats.

Prior to arriving at PRCC, Cuevas had 
already built quite the reputation. A 
standout at Lumberton, Cuevas was 
one of 33 seniors selected to compete in 
the North-South All-Star Game. His 
coach, Jack Craft, coached the South 
squad.

With Seligman as coach his freshman 
season, PRCC went 4-4. The following 
year the nose guard flourished under 
the tutelage of PRCC Hall of Famer 
J.C. Arban. The Wildcats improved 
to 7-2, setting the foundation for the 
Wildcats’ 1976 State Championship. 
For his efforts, Cuevas was named to 
the All-State and All-Star squads. He 
was also named the MVP of the All-
Star Game.

Cuevas went on to play nose guard at 
Delta State in 1976 and ’77.

MITCH DEAVER: Deaver was a beloved 
figure and personality at PRCC.

A 1971 graduate of Purvis High 
School, Deaver attended PRCC before 
beginning his career in the newspaper 
business. He worked at publications in 
Lamar and Pearl River counties before 
returning to Pearl River in April 1996. 
Deaver quickly earned the nickname 

“Dean of Junior College Sports Infor-
mation Directors” for his generosity in 
addition to a wide array of skills. Most 
notably, Deaver prided himself in his 
remarkable photography and being 
able to capture moments at just the 
perfect time. Although he died in 2015 
at the age of 62, former Wildcats still 

PRCC ANNOUNCES STAR-FILLED ATHLETICS 
HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2022

continued on page 11



ask quite often about “Mitch’s” photos; 
they don’t reference the school or other 
photographers by name, only Mitch.

As a sign of respect for Deaver, the 
league’s Sports Information Direc-
tors still honor him by including his 
photo in the annual composite football 
schedule.

Deaver is only the third non-student 
athlete or coach to be inducted into 
PRCC’s Sports Hall of Fame, joining 
former Director of Public Relations 
Larry Stanford and trainer Phil “Doc” 
Hudson.

RACHEL HICKMAN KIRKLAND: 
Kirkland had a decorated career on the 
softball diamond at Pearl River playing 
for coach Leigh White. As a freshman 
in 2014, Kirkland boasted a 21-10 re-
cord with a 2.53 ERA and set the school 
record for strikeouts with 120. She 
also hit .237 with four home runs and 
16 RBIs. Kirkland came right back in 
2015 with another outstanding season. 
Although she was 11-12 as a sophomore, 
Kirkland broke her own strikeout 
record with 153. She also improved her 

ERA to 2.34 and hit .250 with 12 RBIs.
Kirkland was named to All-MACJC 
and All-Region 23 squads both seasons.

Kirkland went on to play at William 
Carey in 2016 and ’17.

CARMEN LABAT: Joining this year’s 
class of deserved inductees is Labat. 
The Waveland native had a stellar career 
at Bay High prior to signing with Ed 
Walley and PRCC. With the Tigers, 
Labat let the squad to the 2003 Class 
4A State Championship and No. 1 final 
ranking in the Associated Press Poll. 
In addition to being named the Sun 
Herald Player of the Year, Labat was 
named All-State and was a McDonald’s 
All-American nominee.

As a freshman at Pearl River, Labat 
blossomed. She averaged 17 points and 
was named to the All-MACJC and 
All-Region 23 squads.

After a stellar sophomore campaign, 
Labat picked up another national 
honor when she was named an NJCAA 
All-American honorable mention.

As a senior at SLU, Labat averaged 3.6 
points with 24 rebounds, eight assists 

and six steals. She was 22-for-59 from 
behind the 3-point arc.

Labat’s .370 career 3-point percentage is 
still in SLU’s record book.

2002 BASEBALL TEAM: The 2002 
Wildcats proved to be a team for the 
ages. In head coach Jay Artigues’ first 
season at the helm of his alma mater, 
the Wildcats broke through for the pro-
gram’s first NJCAA Division II World 
Series berth in Millington, Tennessee.

During the magical debut for Artigues, 
his Wildcats won a program-record 42 
games while also claiming the MACJC 
South Division, Region XXIII and 
Super Regional titles.

In addition to Adkins, the 2002 team 
was comprised of the following student 
athletes: Mark Broom, Collin Smith, 
Chris Thompson, Nate Murray, Jeff 
Middleton, Josh O’Flynn, Josh Parker, 
Jake Smith, Nick Zavros, Jabrell Cook, 
Josh Parks, Jered Salazar, Blake Munna, 
Daniel Clark, Jonathan Mitcham, Andy 
Harper, Garrett Drake, Rhett Shaffette, 
Chris Stewart, Juston Gros, Eric Ad-
kins, Brett Harris, Derek Underwood, 
continued on page 12
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The first batch of postseason awards 
have come out and the Pearl 

River softball program had two players 
named to the All-Mississippi Associ-
ation of Community Colleges Con-
ference teams. Brinson Anne Rogers 
(Statesboro, Ga.) earned First Team 
and her batterymate Dallyn Nance 
(Nanih Waiya) was named Second 
Team.

BRINSON ANNE ROGERS
Rogers was awarded the honor after 
finishing the 2022 campaign as one of 
the top pitchers in the NJCAA.

The right-hander's name was scattered 
throughout the NJCAA leaderboards 
this season. She finished first in strike-
outs per seven innings (13.39), second 

in strikeouts (299) and third in ERA 
(0.94). Rogers held a 17-5 record while 
tossing 16 complete games. She also 
saved two games.

"Brinson did a phenomenal job this 
season," head coach Christie Meeks said. 

"She consistently kept batters off guard 
and handled the pressure well. We are 
proud of her and can't wait to see what 
she does next year."

DALLYN NANCE
Nance saw time in the outfield and 
at the designated player position but 
found a home behind the plate when 
Rogers was in the circle. In the batter's 
box, Nance hit .316 with 22 RBIs, 19 
runs, seven doubles, three triples and 
three homers.

"Dallyn is such a competitor," Meeks 
said. "She is driven and is passionate 
about this sport and her teammates. I'm 
so proud of her toughness all year. This 
is a great honor and we are happy to 
have her back next year as well."

2022 SEASON
The Wildcats are fresh off a season 
where they collected a 31-17 record. 
Pearl River's 31 wins were the most since 
the program won 30 games in 2010. 
PRCC also finished with a 20-8 record
in conference play. The Wildcats fin-
ished the year ranked among the top 10 
teams in the country, coming in at No. 
9. They were featured in every edition 
of the NJCAA rankings and ranked as 
high as No. 7. RRR

TWO PEARL RIVER WILDCATS 
NAMED ALL-MACCC
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Brad Wood, Neal Cannon, Chas Pierce, 
Jeremy Guidry, Jared Harris, Rodney 
Hayes, Travis Tucker, Ben Smith, Neil 
Favre and Brandon Arcement. Artigues’ 
assistant coaches were Jamie McMahon, 
Rob Segura and Tony Salim.

That season, Artigues was named the 
Region XXIII Coach of the Year. Jake 
Smith was named to the NJCAA 
All-American team. Middleton earned 
a place on the 2002 NJCAA World 
Series All-Tournament Team.

Artigues was a 2009 inductee of the 

PRCC Hall of Fame and was enshrined 
in the state Hall of Fame in 2017. Jake 
Smith was inducted in 2021.

Twenty Wildcats from that squad went 
on to play at the four-year level.

PREVIOUS INDUCTEES
Previous inductees who are planning to 
attend the banquet are encouraged to 
contact Coordinator of Alumni Servic-
es Mary Alice Chandler at mchandler@
prcc.edu or 601-403-1193 to provide 
their jacket sizes. Deadline to submit 
jacket information is May 15, 2022.

Anyone who registers after the deadline 
can pickup their jackets at the 2023 
ceremony. RRR
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Some Pearl River Community 
College students who are looking 

for a way to help cover their tuition are 
in luck. 

PRCC students who are residents of 
Forrest County, Hancock County or 
the City of Hattiesburg are eligible for 
additional help through the County 
Tuition Assistance Program (CTAP.)  

The program is a partnership between 
PRCC and local counties to provide 
financial support to cover the cost of 
regular tuition to attend PRCC. CTAP 
is made possible through support from 
County and City Officials from the 
City of Hattiesburg, Forrest County, 
and Hancock County. 

“The county tuition assistance program 
has been a great asset to students who 
need assistance paying for tuition and 
may not qualify for other programs,” 

said Director of Business Services Lau-
ra Chisolm. “This program has been 
extremely beneficial to students and 
helped reduce their student debt.” 

CTAP will cover the current cost of 
tuition per semester for up to a max-
imum of four consecutive semesters 
(excluding summer school.) Federal, 
state, and institutional scholarship aid 
that is awarded to a student will be 
applied first. Then CTAP funds will 
be applied to the remaining tuition 
balance. Non-tuition related expenses 
such as fees, supplies, books, and room 
and board are not covered by CTAP. 

CTAP ELIGIBILITY
The first step for eligibility is to apply 
for PRCC including taking the Na-
tional ACT or Accuplacer Test and 
completing the federal aid process 
including the FASFA and any required 
verification process.  

Then the student must apply for state 
financial aid including MTAG, HELP, 
MESG, etc. at msfinancialaid.org. The 
deadline for HELP is March 31 and 
the other programs have a Septem-
ber 15 deadline. They must also apply 
for PRCC Foundation Scholarships 
through RiverGuide by April 1.  

Finally, the student must enroll full-
time (15 credit hours) at PRCC for the 
fall semester immediately after gradu-
ating high school or earning their high 
school equivalency certificate. Anyone 
who entered the military upon gradu-
ating high school will be excluded from 
this enrollment timeline requirement.  

Continuation of CTAP assistance 
requires the student to pass a minimum 
of 15 hours per semester with a 2.0 GPA. 
Once eligibility is lost it cannot be 
reinstated. RRR

CTAP PROGRAM HELPS STUDENTS PAY 
FOR TUITION AT PRCC

Under the guidance of Mr. Frank 
Ladner and Coach J. Larry Ladner, 

the Hancock County Alumni Chapter 
Golf Tournament has helped the next 
generation of Wildcats achieve their 
academic goals.

Each spring, PRCC alumni and friends 
gather at Diamondhead Country Club 
for a day of golf and fellowship. The 
golf tournament has grown from a 
modest fundraiser that awarded six or 
seven scholarships annually in the early 
years to funding ten to thirteen scholar-
ships a year for the past five years. This 
year's tournament field was comprised 
of eighteen teams and raised approxi-
mately $12,000.

Next year's tournament will take place 
in April 2023. 

The PRCC Alumni and Development 
office and the Hancock County Alum-
ni Chapter would like to thank our 
sponsors and golfers who have helped 
numerous students through this fun 
event. 

For more information on upcoming 
alumni events, contact Mary Alice 
Chandler, Coordinator of Alumni 
Services, at mchandler@prcc.edu or 
601-403-1193.

TOP THREE TEAMS OF 2022:
First Place (51.2): Doug Mooney, 
Clement Ladner, Peter Abide, and Gil 
Arceneaux

Second Place (52.2): Dr. Adam Breer-
wood, Jeff Long, Quintin Baker, and 
Hunter Robinson
Third Place (53.9): Robert Bourgeois, 
Steve Trellis, D.J. Ryder, and Jim 
Caldwell RRR

HANCOCK COUNTY ALUMNI CHAPTER RAISES 
THOUSANDS FOR STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS
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Alumni with their family and 
friends, community partners, as 

well as current faculty and staff of Pearl 
River Community College gathered 
Thursday evening to honor this year’s 
recipients of Alumni Awards. The 
evening was hosted by the Alumni 
Association and Development Foun-
dation at the Lake Terrace Convention 
Center in Hattiesburg. 

During the ceremony, individuals and 
one organization were recognized for 
both personal and professional achieve-
ment while also displaying the values of 
PRCC. 

Young Alumnus of the Year: 
Hannah Davis Aucoin 

Alumnus of the Year: 
Kevin Hedgepeth 

Distinguished Service Award: 
Bryan Maxie 

Outstanding Partnership: 
Mississippi Power 

Lifetime Achievement Award: 
Dr. James C. Sones, Jr. 

The Distinguished Service Award and 
Outstanding Partnership awards do not 
have a requirement that the recipient 
must have attended PRCC for at least 
one semester. The other three awards 
do have this attendance requirement.

Mark Wallace, a PRCC Foundation 
Board member, served as Master of 
Ceremonies and PRCC President Dr. 
Adam Breerwood greeted attendees 
prior to the awards being given. Both 
shared how nice it was to gather in per-
son after the last two years to celebrate 
those who are dedicated supporters of 
the college. 

Delana Harris ended the evening by 
congratulating the honorees again and 

thanking those individuals and compa-
nies who support the Foundation. 

“I am thankful for everyone in this room 
as we all play a role in continuing to 
ensure that the words family, commu-
nity, and home remain forever a part of 
who we are at Pearl River Community 
College,” said Harris. 

Nominations for the 2023 Alumni 
Awards are open at prcc.edu/alum-
ni-awards. More information about 
each award is available on that page. 
RRR

PRCC HONORS ALUMNI AND COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS AT 2022 ALUMNI AWARDS CEREMONY

Pearl River Community College Award Recipients 2022; left to right Brian Maxie, Kevin Hedgepeth, Hannah Davis Aucoin, 
Dr. James Sones, Jr., and Steven Dick from Mississippi Power
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AUTOMOTIVE WORKERS WHILE HONORING 
A FATHER'S LEGACY
Pearl River Community College stu-

dents in the Automotive program 
will have one more option for support 
while pursuing their education after the 
recent formation of the Max R. Pierce 
Memorial Scholarship. The scholarship 
has been established by Alton and Julie 
Pierce in memory of Alton’s father, 
Max, who was involved in the Hatties-
burg automotive industry for nearly 50 
years.

“I am happy to honor my father’s 
memory in the automotive industry by 
creating the Max R. Pierce Automotive 
Vo-tech Scholarship Fund at Pearl River 
Community College,” said Alton Pierce. 

“My father always said that ‘The Great-
est need in AMERICA is Education.’  

“By creating this scholarship, the Alton 
Pierce family hopes to continue to 
support this need.” 

The scholarship will pay for the two full 
years of tuition for the completion of 
the Automotive Mechanics Technology 
Program. The scholarship recipient can 
be from any surrounding county. 

“Scholarships like this one play a vital 
role in the success of our students,” said 
Executive Director of Development 
Foundation/Alumni Association 
Delana Harris. “Not only do they allow 
us to recruit the best students in the 
area, but they also allow us to retain 
the students and see them through that 
degree or credential.” 

Through the scholarship, the Pierce 
family is creating a legacy while sup-
porting students. The family contribut-
ed $10,000 to establish the scholarship. 
Donations made in lieu of flowers after 
Max’s passing have added an additional 
$3,800 to the fund. In addition, they 
have asked Toyota Community to 
match their donation and donations 
made in their father’s name.  

The main goal of the scholarship is to 
partner with high school vo-tech cen-
ters in our area to help students who are 
interested in working in the automotive 
services arena. The students can then 

continue their studies at PRCC in the 
Automotive Mechanics Technology 
program working towards a technical 
certificate or an Associate of Applied 
Science degree. 

Dean of Career and Technical Educa-
tion - Poplarville/Hancock Dr. Amy 
Townsend said, “The program equips 
students with all they need to pass the 
Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) 
Certification Exam. We are continually 
hearing from local employers seeking 
technicians with this credential.” 

“Our service department is always 
looking for eager individuals looking 
to begin their career in the automotive 

industry,” said Alton Pierce. “Toyota 
of Hattiesburg enjoys hosting different 
high schools and demonstrating the 
jobs available in the car industry.”  

The Pierce family has multiple ties 
to PRCC. Alton attended classes at 
The River and Julie was an English 
and Reading Instructor at the Forrest 
County Campus. Additionally, Alton’s 
mother Barbara Harwell Pierce was in 
the first Cosmetology class at PRCC.  

Max Pierce founded Toyota of Hat-
tiesburg in 1975. Ownership has now 
passed onto Alton.

SCHOLARSHIP FUND  INFO
Anyone interested in starting a scholar-
ship fund can start the process through 
an online form at prcc.edu/alumni/
scholarship.  The scholarship can be 
named and have specific criteria for 
the eligibility of students for the award. 
Fully funding a scholarship requires a 
minimum of $10,000 that can be deliv-
ered over time or in a lump sum.  

Questions about the process can be 
directed to Executive Director of 
Development Foundation/Alumni 
Association Delana Harris at dharris@
prcc.edu. RRR

Max R. Pierce
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PRCC FREEZES IN-STATE TUITION FOR SIXTH 
CONSECUTIVE YEAR

At a time when costs are rising 
across the country, Pearl River 

Community College is bucking the 
national trend in an effort to better 
support its students. The PRCC Board 
of Trustees voted June 14 to keep in-
state tuition unchanged for the 2022-23 
school year.  

PRCC has continued to be efficient 
with its budget in an effort to give 
those important savings to in-state stu-
dents in the form of yet another tuition 
freeze for the sixth consecutive year. 
The college is one of the few Mississippi 
institutions to not increase tuition 
during that timeframe. 

“Higher education costs around the 
state and country continue to escalate 
but we have not put any of that added 
burden on the backs of our students 
and instead have kept our in-state 
tuition frozen since 2017,” said PRCC 
President Dr. Adam Breerwood. “We 
have always sought to remove obsta-
cles that people often encounter when 
pursuing a degree and the financial 
challenge is often the greatest hurdle. 
At Pearl River we are determined to 
keep our tuition unchanged so we can 
give all the students in our community 
an opportunity to pursue the highest 
quality of education.  

“Our goal has always been to keep our 
education affordable, accessible and 
efficient and thanks to the dedication 
of our faculty, staff and Board of Trus-
tees, we’ve once again made that goal a 
reality.” 

Beyond keeping tuition at a steady rate, 
the college recently adopted a $30 per 
credit hour fee for courses using digital 
materials. The move to ebooks and digi-
tal resources has significantly decreased 
the expense for students compared to 
traditional print materials that can be 
hundreds of dollars per course. This 
option allows students to pay just $90 
per course or $450 for a full 15-hour 
semester. 

“While most community colleges and 
universities across the country are 
increasing tuition, PRCC is once again 
freezing tuition and being more effi-
cient internally to offset our costs,” said 
Candace Harper, Vice President for 
Enrollment Management & Business 
Services. “It is important to us that 
students are financially able to attend 
college without a high debt after com-
pleting their degree.  

“Our administrators were once college 
students with the same struggles and 
we understand the burden of paying for 
an education. Our priority is to make 
sure PRCC is affordable, accessible and 
efficient for all who seek an education.” 

For full tuition information, visit prcc.
edu/admissions/tuition-fees.

PAYING FOR COLLEGE 
Pearl River offers a variety of ways that 
students can decrease their out-of-
pocket expenses for attending college. 
More than $4.5 million in institution-
al scholarships, both academic and 
service-based, were provided during the 
2021-22 school year. Additionally, the 

PRCC Development Foundation has 
hundreds of scholarships students can 
qualify for through a simple application. 
These scholarships total over a million 
dollars each year and are made possible 
through the generosity of donors. 

PRCC students who are residents of 
Forrest County, Hancock County or 
the City of Hattiesburg are eligible for 
additional help through the County 
Tuition Assistance Program (CTAP.)  
CTAP will cover the current cost of tu-
ition per semester for up to a maximum 
of four consecutive semesters (exclud-
ing summer school) after all federal, 
state, and institutional scholarship aid 
that is awarded to a student has been 
applied.  

FACULTY & STAFF PAY RAISE
The PRCC Board of Trustees has also 
approved a 5% increase in salary for 
faculty and staff of the college, effective 
July 1. This marks the fourth year of pay 
raises that recognize the hard work of 
the faculty and staff.  

INTERESTED IN SPONSORING 
A SCHOLARSHIP? 
PRCC’s Alumni Association and 
Development Foundation manages 
scholarships with a variety of criteria 
attached to them. Individuals, families, 
or organizations can start scholarships 
to benefit future students. This can 
be done as a full endowment with a 
$10,000 minimum, a partial endow-
ment, or an annual gift. RRR
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From Poplarville, Sonya Garrett is the current Principal 
of Poplarville Lower Elementary School. She is 29 years 
married to Brad Garrett of the Mississippi Bureau of Inves-
tigation. Together, they have three children: Clay Garrett 
(24), Rhett Garrett (19) and Ravyn Garrett (19). Sonya 
most enjoys spending time with family and friends. She at-
tendeed PRCC from August 1989–May 1991 and studied 
Elementary Education. 

When asked what she loved about attending PRCC and 
being a Wildcat, Garrett stated that she loved being on the 
Poplarville campus because it was her first taste of freedom 
while living in the dorm with friends while still being close 
to home. She was also proud to be on the String of Pearls. 

When asked about how she lives the Wildcat Way of 
Pride, Respect, Class, and Character, Garrett stated “in my 
relationships and daily interactions, it is important to me to 
make others feel respected and appreciated. I want others to 
see me as approachable, trusted, and competent in my du-
ties. To achieve my expectations for myself, I find it helpful 
to set daily goals. This is key to keeping calm, collected, and 
in control.”

From Diamonhead, Lindsey Richard is a Realtor at Cold-
well Banker Alfonso Realty. She is the proud dog mom of 
two Aussies, Dallas and Darcy. Lindsey enjoys being on the 
water, traveling, reading, being with family and friends, and 
giving back to the community. She attended PRCC from 
Fall 2004–Spring 2006. She left to attend Nursing School 
at MGCCC in Fall 2006. After some reflection, Lindsey 
returned to PRCC to study Business Management and 
Technology and graduated in 2009.

While at PRCC, she was a member of the BSU, Spirit of 
the River Marching and Concert Band, and Student Body 
Council. Richard also held a position as Partnership on 
Campus Coordinator for a healthy Mississippi as well 
as being a River Navigator. She loved being involved on 
campus and met many people that she still communicates 
with today. 

When asked about how she lives the Wildcat Way of Pride, 
Respect, Class, and Character, Richard stated “I pride my-
self on being the best human being that I can be. I respect 
and all people, and show kindness to everyone. I carry my-
self with class in everything I do, whether it be work or my 
social activities. I have been raised with morals and values 
my entire life, therefore I relate my character to the golden 
rule of ‘do unot others as you would want done unto you.’ 
Character is so important to every day life.”

SONYA GARRETT LINDSEY RICHARD
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From Hattiesburg, Dr. Janice Touchstone is a dentist. She 
is the wife of Brad Touchstone, a Lamar County Youth/
County Court Judge. Together, they have one child, 
Ryleigh Jane, who is almost thirteen years old. Dr. Touch-
stone’s favorite pastimes include traveling with family, 
baking, working out with friends and watching Ryleigh Jane 
dance.

Dr. Touchstone attended PRCC between 1998–2000 and 
majored in General Studies. During her time at PRCC, she 
said she loved the size of the campus because it allowed her 
to get to know her teachers and fellow students really well. 
Due to the school’s smaller size, she was able to cultivate 
more meaningful relationships with people.

When asked about how she lives the Wildcat Way of Pride, 
Respect, Class, and Character, Touchstone stated “everyday 
I strive to do my best in all areas of my life. I live life to the 
fullest and show others through my actions that I love and 
care for others deeply. I try to share a smile or encouraging 
work to others because you never know what someone else 
may be going through in life, and that one action could turn 
their whole day around!”

Mishelle Christen currently works for VieMed out of Lafay-
ette, LA. She is married to Chris Christen. Together, they 
have three beautiful children. Mishelle is a devoted daugh-
ter, sister, wife, mother and step-mother. Not a day goes by 
that she doesn’t call and talk to her parents and brother.  

Professionally, Christen has worked her way up to Regional 
Sales Manager. She manages over 30 respiratory therapists 
in 7 states across the southeast. They provide home respira-
tory services to patients struggling with various respiratory 
disease including COPD, neuromuscular and, of course, 
the many issues being faced during the pandemic.  

When asked about how she lives the Wildcat Way of Pride, 
Respect, Class, and Character, Christen's husband stated 
that “she would not have reached her current professional 
status without possessing the four qualities of the Wildcat 
Way. She has touched hundreds, or even thousands, of 
doctors, hospitalists, and most importantly patients while 
working as a respiratory therapist.”

DR. JANICE TOUCHSTONE MISHELLE CHRISTEN
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Pearl River Community College’s 
Marketing & Communications De-

partment had another strong showing 
at the 2022 College Public Relations 
Association of Mississippi (CPRAM) 
Conference in Gulfport. The team 
brought home 17 total awards, which is 
a record for PRCC. 

The Junior Division Pearl River entered 
is comprised of Mississippi’s 15 commu-
nity colleges.  

Individuals who were part of the PRCC 
Marketing and Communications 
department during 2021 include Chuck 
Abadie, Jacob Cochran, Dylan Dun-
away, Mark Franklin, Richard Gleber, 
Corey Guerra, Candace Harper, Alexx 
Kennedy, Patrick Ochs, Laura O’Neill 
and Kari Eve Valence.  

“We have a talented group of individuals 
who cohesively understand the mission 
of our institution,” said Harper, PRCC 
Vice President for Enrollment Man-
agement and Business Services. “They 
work together day in and day out to 
ensure the message and quality we are 
producing is top notch. 

“I could not be prouder of the dedica-
tion and hard work that each of these 
individuals brings to the table.” RRR

AWARDS LISTED BY CATEGORY 
Digital Art/Photo Illustration: The Voices - 2nd place - Jacob Cochran  

Web Advertisements: Season Tickets Advertisements - 2nd place - Patrick Ochs, 
Jacob Cochran, Corey Guerra 

Web Page Sports: PRCCAthletics.com - 2nd place - Patrick Ochs, Dylan Dunaway, 
Mark Franklin 

Web Page: PRCC.edu/coronavirus - 3rd place - Richard Gleber, Candace Harper, 
Corey Guerra 

Multi-Media Presentation: Your Impossible Moment - 3rd place - Alexx Kennedy, 
Jacob Cochran, Kelly Sanner 

New Media: The Wildcat Way Show - 3rd place - Kari Eve Valence, McKinsy Harris, 
Jacob Cochran 

Social Media: PRCC Facebook - 3rd place - Laura O’Neill, Alexx Kennedy, Richard 
Gleber, Patrick Ochs, Jacob Cochran 

Single Piece of Artwork: CTE Wall Wrap - 3rd place - Corey Guerra, Jacob Cochran 

Special Publications: Hall of Fame Program - 2nd place - Patrick Ochs, Jacob 
Cochran, Corey Guerra, Dylan Dunaway 

Admissions & Recruitment Piece: ADN Flyer - 3rd place - Corey Guerra, Jacob 
Cochran 

Feature Story Sports: Jake Smith - 2nd place - Patrick Ochs   

News Story Sport: PR Runs Wild Over Holmes on Homecoming - 1st place - 
Patrick Ochs 

News Story Sports: No. 3 PR Sweep in Southwest - 2nd place - Dylan Dunaway 

Sports Photography: Diving Catch - 3rd place - Patrick Ochs 

Radio Spots: Rise with The River - 2nd place - Kari Eve Valence, Jacob Cochran 

Radio Spots: Next Level - 3rd place - Kari Eve Valence, Jacob Cochran  

PR Campaign: Happy to Help - 1st place - Candace Harper, Laura O’Neill, Patrick 
Ochs, Jacob Cochran, Corey Guerra, Dylan Dunaway, Richard Gleber 

PRCC MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS 
DEPARTMENT BRINGS HOME 17 CPRAM AWARDS

Image reflects all who worked in or with the Office of Marketing and Communications.

TOP ROW LEFT TO RIGHT: Chuck Abadie,  Jacob Cochran, Dylan Dunaway, Richard Gleber, Corey Guerra and Candace Harper
BOTTOM ROW LEFT TO RIGHT: McKinsy Harris, Alexx Kennedy, Patrick Ochs, Laura O’Neill and Kari Eve Valence



PRCC LOOKS TO ADDRESS HEALTHCARE 
SHORTAGE WITH EXPANDED NURSING 
PROGRAM OPPORTUNITIES
Nursing is a high demand field and 

Pearl River Community College 
is doing its part to help meet the needs 
of local communities. The college is 
expanding offerings for more students 
to complete an Associate Degree of 
Nursing (ADN) on both the Forrest 
County and Poplarville campuses. The 
Practical Nursing (LPN) program has 
also been expanded by 30 students. 

A survey conducted earlier this year by 
the Mississippi Hospital Association 
put the shortage of nurses in the state 
at more than 3,000. Within the district 
served by PRCC, there are hundreds of 
openings for Registered Nurses (RNs) 
and Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs.)  

“Pearl River Community College is 
committed to meeting the needs of 
healthcare in our community,” said Dr. 
Jana Causey, Vice President for Forrest 
County Campus, Allied Health, and 
Nursing Programs. “There is a critical 
need for nurses, and we will do all 
we can to provide the most qualified 
healthcare professionals to meet this 
need.  

“We are working with local healthcare 
providers to understand their needs, 
and we are hiring experienced and 
talented faculty to produce skilled nurs-
es who are compassionate and caring 
about serving others.” 

EXPANDING ADN PROGRAM 
In Fall 2021, the Forrest County Cam-
pus (FCC) added a Licensed Prac-
tical Nurse (LPN) to ADN evening 
program. This option was started with 
initial assistance from Forrest Health. 
The option is designed to give students 
the flexibility to continue working 
while attending classes. Courses are 
offered in the evening and the weekend 
in a condensed schedule compared to 
the traditional program. 

Traditional ADN courses have only 
been offered on the Poplarville 
Campus. That is changing thanks to 
funding from an Accelerate Mississippi 

Pine Belt Healthcare grant. PRCC will 
be adding both the traditional ADN 
program option at FCC and an LPN 
to ADN evening option in Poplarville. 
The traditional ADN program in 
Poplarville has also added students. In 
total, the college expanded the program 
capacity by 30 students at each campus. 

“PRCC ADN program has been in 
existence since 1965,” said Dr. Ar-
lene Jones, Director of the Associate 
Degree of Nursing program. “To date, 
over 3,500 graduates have successfully 
completed the program and have made 
nursing their career.  
continued on page 22
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2022-23 CPRAM BOARD
(front row, l-r) Pam Starling, President; Kari Eve Valence, 
Vice President; Donna Thomas, Treasurer: and Tracy 
Duncan, Past President; (back row, l-r) Maria McLeod, 
Hospitality Co-Chair; Amy Thompson, Hospitality 
Co-Chair: Steve Diffey, Scholarship Chairman; Tyler 
Wheat, four-year representative; Natalie Davis, two-year 
representative; and Karen Robertson, Awards Chair. Not 
pictured are Tammi Bowles, Secretary; Kathy McAdams, 
two-year representative; David Tisdale, four-year repre-
sentative; Caron Blanton, four-year representative; and 
Kell Smith, two-year representative.

VALENCE NAMED
VP FOR CPRAM
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Many have taken the opportunity to 
advance their education, and some have 
even returned to the program as faculty. 
To me, that speaks volumes to the rep-
utation the ADN program has in our 
community. Those responsible for the 
program are excited and ready for this 
new challenge.” 

PRACTICAL NURSING OPTION 
The Practical Nursing program is availa-
ble for full-time students during the day 
at the Forrest County and Poplarville 
Campuses. An evening/weekend 
option is available at all three campuses 
(Forrest County, Hancock County and 
Poplarville.) Full-time students com-
plete the program in 3 semesters (one 
year) while the part-time students take 
five semesters to finish. 

“I personally started my nursing career 
as a PRCC LPN,” said Dr. Melissa 
Bryant, District Wide Practical Nurs-
ing Department Chair/Instructor of 
Practical Nursing. “I can truly say that 
PRCC changed my life.  

When Charles Kindja arrived 
at Pearl River Community 

College in 1984, he joined what was 
then a campus “security” team. Prior 
to arriving, he had served as a SOG3 
(Special Operations Group) for four 
years, a precursor to the Navy Seals, 
before working for the New Orleans 
Police Department for 22 years. During 
his tenure, a full police department 
was formed for the campus thanks to 
his efforts. He served as Chief until his 
retirement in 2009.

Today, his grandson-in-law, Albert 
Eugene (Gene) Keith III serves as 
the PRCC Chief of Campus Police 
in Poplarville. From Picayune, Keith 
started his law enforcement career with 
the Picayune Police Department in 
2004. He came to PRCC in 2012 with 
a quick promotion to Patrol Sergeant. 
He was promoted to Chief of Police in 
2021.  He lives in Poplarville with his 
wife Brittney. Together they have five 
children and one grandchild. 

“The PRCC Practical Nursing Program 
provides an opportunity for students 
to enter a career in nursing in as little 
as one-year. PRCC LPN’s work in a 
variety of healthcare settings and have 
the opportunity to advance. Becoming 
a PRCC LPN was the best decision I 
ever made.” 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES AT PRCC 
Expanding the offerings has created 
new positions at PRCC. This includes 
four 9-month full-time faculty posi-
tions and two part-time adjunct faculty 
positions. Both require a minimum of a 
Master’s Degree in Nursing as well as at 
least five years of clinical experience in 
an acute care setting.  

ADN PROGRAM APPLICATION
In addition to all PRCC admission 
requirements, the ADN program has 
a separate admission process with 
program specific requirements. Once 
accepted as a PRCC student, the ADN 
Interest Survey is accessed through 
the ADN website. The survey is open 
July 1 – October 1 for Spring admission 

“It’s been said this is the best kept secret 
in law enforcement — working for a 
college,” said Keith. “You still deal with 
a lot of the same stuff you do on the 
street, but you can help guide students 
making the transition from childhood 
to adulthood.  

“We can help them learn that with every 
action comes a consequence and that 
everywhere has rules and regulations. 
You get to watch students grow and 
then some come back to PRCC.” 

 Law enforcement runs in the family. 
Kindja’s granddaughter Casey McInn-
is serves as the director of the 15th 
Circuit Intervention Court program 
for MDOC. His other granddaughter 
Brittney Keith served as a dispatcher 
for the Picayune Police Department 
and as a corrections officer for the Pearl 
River Sheriff Department. Both of his 
grandson-in-laws are committed law 
enforcement professionals including 
Keith at PRCC and Chris McInnis 
currently with the Poplarville School 
District.  RRR

and December 1 – March 1 for Fall 
admission.  

Specific materials required for a com-
plete application to the program are 
listed on the PRCC website. Admis-
sion requirements for the programs 
of study are specific to each option. 
Applicants for all options are required 
to take an entrance exam. Those 
interested in the LPN to ADN Evening 
options must have all 30 credit hours 
of required general education classes 
completed before an application is filed. 
Questions about the program and 
application process can be sent to 
adn@prcc.edu. 

LPN PROGRAM APPLICATION 
Like the ADN application, prospective 
students must first meet all PRCC ad-
mission requirements before complet-
ing the Practical Nursing application. 
Applicants must also take the TEAS 
Test completed through ATI Testing. 
The deadline to apply to ANY option is 
March 1. RRR

continued from page 21

PRCC CHIEF OF POLICE CONTINUES 
FAMILY LEGACY

 Chief Charles Kindja

 Chief Gene Keith
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Recently graduated from Pearl 
River Community College, Hanna 

Lambert was overwhelmed and filled 
with excitement and joy upon learning 
she was selected as a Jack Kent Cooke 
Scholar. Lambert is the eighth recipient 
from PRCC in the past eight years. 

“Being a Cooke Scholar means the 
world to me,” said Lambert. “I can at-
tend my dream school without placing 
a burden on my mom’s shoulders or 
incurring a lot of debt. I will be forever 
grateful to have school covered.” 

The Richton native found out about 
the honor during a surprise Zoom 
interview with PRCC President Dr. 
Adam Breerwood and Dean of the Dr. 
William Lewis Honors Institute on 
the Forrest County Campus Dr. Ryan 
Ruckel. 

“You are not only representing yourself 
and your family. You are representing 

our institution for the long haul. This 
is something they can never take away 
from you,” said Breerwood. “You will 
be cemented into the legacy of Pearl 
River…this is a really big deal.” 

The prestigious Jack Kent Cooke 
Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship is 
awarded to the nation’s top community 
college students seeking to complete 
their bachelor’s degrees at four-year col-
leges or universities. The award covers a 
significant portion of their educational 
expenses, including tuition, living 
expenses, books and required fees.   

This year, the Jack Kent Cooke Founda-
tion received more than 1,200 appli-
cations from 332 community colleges 
for the highly competitive scholarship. 
There are 100 Cooke Scholars from 42 
states from the 440 students who were 
named as semifinalists. 

Awardees can receive up to $55,000 per 

year for two to three years at a four-year 
accredited undergraduate school for 
any area of study. Beyond the financial 
help to complete their bachelor's degree, 
Cooke Scholars also receive compre-
hensive advisement to guide them 
through the transition to a four-year 
college and preparation for a career, 
opportunities for internship, study 
abroad, graduate school funding, and 
access to a network of Cooke Scholars 
and Alumni.  

“With the visionary support of our 
administration, we have built an oppor-
tunity engine that makes it possible for 
us to educate the whole person,” said 
Ruckel. “She had the opportunities 
through the Honors Institute and our 
close ties to Phi Theta Kappa Honor 
Society, service and research projects, 
and the Honors Symposium, which 

PRCC'S HANNA LAMBERT AWARDED 
PRESTIGIOUS JACK KENT COOKE 
SCHOLARSHIP

continued on page 24
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Pearl River Community College 
student Leah Schultz of Pass 

Christian was recently awarded a $1,000 
Scholarship from the National Techni-
cal Honor Society.

Schultz, 22, was one of 250 outstanding 
NTHS members to receive the Jon H. 
Poteat Scholarship based on their abil-
ity to consistently exemplify the seven 
attributes of NTHS – Skill, Honesty, 
Service, Responsibility, Scholarship, 
Citizenship, and Leadership.

She recently graduated from the Dental 
Hygiene program and has accepted 
a position at a dental clinic in her 
hometown. 

“I am so grateful for this opportunity,” 
said Schultz. “PRCC has been a great 
family to be a part of during my time 
here.”

in turn helped her become Student 
Government President.  

“Hanna recognized the value of these 
opportunities, overcame her shyness, 
and flourished as a result. We could see 
she would be an excellent JKC candi-
date, so Dr. Terri Smith Ruckel worked 
extensively with her for a year to devel-
op the strongest possible application. 
We are so very, very proud of her, but 
we’re especially proud of her willing-
ness to try challenging things and then 
always to see things through. She will 
be successful all her life because of 
those character qualities.”

ABOUT LAMBERT 
Lambert graduated from Richton High 
School. During that time, she was a 
member of the Beta Club and Science 
Club while also being named to the 
honor roll each year.  

As a student on PRCC’s Forrest 
County Campus, she has been an active 
member of the Dr. William Lewis 
Honors Institute, the Beta Tau Gamma 
Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, and the 
Science Club. This year, she has served 

Schultz, who graduated from Pass 
Christian High School, was a member 
of Phi Theta Kappa and the National 
Technical Honor Society during her 
time at PRCC. 

“Leah was always dependable, got along 
with all of her classmates,” said Donna 

as the President of the Student Govern-
ment Association. 

“Before I came to PRCC, I was rather 
shy,” said Lambert. “My time here has 
been amazing. I became a member 
of the Honors Institute then started 
taking chances and opportunities as a 
student that have changed my life.” 

She completed her Associates in Arts 
degree with a STEM pathway. She 
plans to attend Mississippi State Uni-
versity in the fall. Her goal is to become 
a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine. 

Lambert sees that this will also benefit 
the community once her education is 
completed.  

“I want to help animals,” said Lambert. 
“My community will benefit from my 
caring for their animals.” 

PREVIOUS RECIPIENTS 
Past recipients from Pearl River include 
the following students: 

Trevor Creighton (2014): Columbia, 
Creative Writing (plus $200,000 JKC 
Graduate Scholarship to Harvard in 
Higher Education administration) 

Lunn, one of Schultz’s Dental Hygiene 
instructors.

“She was awarded the Stan Hill, Make it 
Happen Award for getting the job done 
in clinic. She was always early to clinic 
and went out of her way to stay busy. 
Leah excelled academically as well as 
clinically. She had a great rapport with 
her patients.”

Since 1984, NTHS has been the 
honor society for Career and Technical 
Education (CTE), serving high schools, 
career centers, community & technical 
colleges, and universities. Recogniz-
ing more than 50,000 new members 
annually, NTHS exists to advocate for 
and empower all students to pursue the 
technical and academic skills needed to 
build their careers and a skilled global 
workforce. RRR

Rachael Carraro (2017): Mississippi 
State, Landscape Architecture 

Said Otwane (2018): Columbia Uni-
versity, Computer Engineering (plus 
$200,000 JKC Graduate Scholarship; 
currently undecided) 

Savannah Barnes (2020): Ole Miss, 
Multi-disciplinary Studied, Korean, 
TESOL 

Riley Cleveland (2021): Mississippi 
State, Elementary Education 

Kyle Simpson (2021): University of 
Michigan, Psychology 

Quindalin Harper (2021): Ole Miss, Psy-
chology (Psychiatric Medicine) 

Hanna Lambert (2022): Mississippi State, 
Veterinary Science RRR

PRCC STUDENT LEAH SHULTZ RECEIVES 
$1,000 SCHOLARSHIP

continued from page 23



Dr. Ladona Tyson received a 
Bachelor of Music Education 
degree from William Carey Col-
lege as well as a Master of Music 
degree in Choral Conducting 
and a PhD in Music Education 
from the University of Southern 
Mississippi. Prior to her appoint-
ment at PRCC, Dr. Tyson held 
the position of Assistant Choral 
Director at Petal High School. 

Tyson and her husband, Scott, 
reside in Petal with their two 
daughters, Claire (14) and Norah 
(8). She is an active member of 
professional choral organizations 
as well as serving as a vocalist and 
pianist at Asbury United Meth-
odist Church. Along with her 
husband, she is a partial owner of 
F3 Strength and Conditioning in 
Petal where they enjoy Crossfit in 
their free time. They also love to 
travel and are on a mission to visit 
all 50 states with our daughters. 
Their daughters play soccer for 
HFC, so we spend a lot of time 
cheering them on and traveling 
to soccer tournaments. A lover of 
coffee and reading, you can find 
her visiting local coffee shops and 
the public library. 

INSTRUCTOR OF MUSIC/DIRECTOR 
OF CHORAL ACTIVITIES/ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR OF BROWNSTONE CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS
POPLARVILLE CAMPUS

DR. LADONA TYSON

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO THE 
VICE PRESIDENT FOR POPLARVILLE 
CAMPUS & STUDENT SERVICES

SOPHOMORE
POPLARVILLE CAMPUS

CARLA CRIDER

SAM MILLER

From Millard, Sam Miller graduat-
ed from Pearl River Central High 
School. He is planning to study 
nursing after finishing his prerequi-
sites. He is most interested in pedi-
atric or emergency room nursing as 
well as being a travel nurse. 

Miller is a member of The Voices 
and PRCC Singers. For the spring 
musical, he held multiple support-
ing roles 

When he isn’t rehearsing or 
performing, you can find him on 
a basketball court or working at 
Ramey’s in Poplarville. 

“PRCC had a cool vibe that attract-
ed me here. There’s a lot to do on 
campus during the school year.”

Carla Crider is an alumnus of 
PRCC who currently resides in 
Carriere with her husband, Ryan. 
She has two children and three 
grandchildren. 

When she is not at work, she en-
joys spending time with her family. 
And occasionally you’ll find her 
doing something new, like the 
barrel rescue at the PRCC Rodeo 
this spring where several Wildcats 
cheered for her.   

“Pearl River has such wonderful 
people. I have a great work family.”

“I am a first-generation college 
student, so I am very passionate 
about education and provid-
ing those opportunities to our 
students. I see the impact that 
PRCC has on our students, and 
it is a blessing to be a part of that 
mission.  

“I love being part of a team, espe-
cially a team that loves to create 
and try new things. In my 15 years 
at PRCC, I have never once been 
told NOT to try something new. 
Instead, our administrators trust 
us to do our best and that confi-
dence inspires me to keep striving 
for better.” 
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WELCOMES TWO MEMBERS AND NEW CHAIR

The Pearl River Community College 
Development Foundation Inc. 

Board of Directors is set for the 2022-23 
school year.

Blaine LaFontaine and Traci Comesa-
na-Spence are joining the board and 
Mrs. Glenda Floyde Robbins has been 
named the new Board Chair.

John Clearman served as Board Chair 
for 2020-2022.

The Development Foundation is a 
clearinghouse for all private funds 
to Pearl River Community College 
and is responsible for coordinating 
all fundraising endeavors and solicita-
tion efforts whether through written, 
personal, or telephone contact. The 
Board of Directors approves the use of 
unrestricted donations to fund priority 
goals on campus as recommended by 
the PRCC Administration.  

“The Board of Directors for the 
Foundation is comprised of business 
professionals, educators, and commu-
nity leaders from across our six-county 
district,” said Executive Director of 
Development Foundation/Alumni 
Association, Delana Harris. “They each 
provide leadership and experience 
that is valuable to our Foundation and 
College.   

“The Board is comprised of alumni that 
have a special passion for ensuring the 
continual growth for PRCC through 
scholarship support for the next gener-
ation of Wildcats. I am grateful for the 
guidance and mentoring that each of 
these members provide.”

Robbins attended PRCC from 1963-
1965 and then transferred to The 

University of Southern Mississippi 
where she earned a degree in elemen-
tary education in 1967 and a master’s 
degree in 1976.

Glenda Floyde Robbins

She taught at Bassfield, Columbia 
Academy, and the Jefferson Davis Voca-
tional School before retiring in 2006.
She met her husband, the late Donald 
K. Robbins, at PRCC and enjoyed 47 
years of marriage. The family includes 
their son, Dr. Brett Robbins, his wife 
Tisha, and two grandsons, Sterling and 
Saxon. She established the Donald K. 
Robbins Scholarship in her husband’s 
honor.   

Delana Harris presents outgoing Board 
Chair, John Clearman, with a gift of 
appreciation.

continued on page 27
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She has been a member of the Devel-
opment Foundation board for several 
years and has been active with the 
Marion / Jeff Davis Alumni Chapter. 
Robbins was selected as the 2018 Alum-
nus of the Year for PRCC. 

NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEMBERS

LaFontaine is COO/Port Director of 
Hancock County Port & Harbor Com-
mission and a resident of Kiln. 

He is a former councilman for the City 
of Diamondhead, former President of 
Hancock County Board of Supervi-
sors, and past Economic Development 
Director for Pearl River County. He 
is a graduate of Leadership Hancock 
County, Gulf Coast Business Council 
Master’s Program and Leadership 
Mississippi.

He is a graduate of The University 
of Southern Mississippi where he 
obtained his Bachelor of Science in 
Industrial Engineering Technology 
and Master of Science in Economic 
Development.

He has also received recognition as a 
recipient of the Gulf Coast Chambers 
Top 10 under 40 award, Mississippi 
Economic Council’s Top 50 Under 40 
award and serves on the MS Gulf Coast 
Regional Tourism board. The Hancock 
County Port and Harbor Commission 
recently appointed Blaine LaFontaine 
as CEO/Executive Director, effective 
Jan. 1, 2023.

TRACI COMESANA-SPENCE
Comesana-Spence is an alumnus of 
PRCC, both as a student as well as 
an employee. She graduated with her 
associate’s degree in May 2005, going 
on to graduate from Louisiana State 
University in Business Marketing.

She found her way back to PRCC after 
her daughter was born in 2015 to work 
as the Alumni Coordinator in the 
Development Foundation. She believes 
in what the foundation stands for and 
loves being part of an organization that 
helps students further their education.
Comesana-Spence is married to her 
high school sweetheart, Josh, and they 
have two beautiful children, Journi and 
Asher, and an adorable fur babe, Nola.

She believes that life is full of oppor-
tunities for growth and never-ending 
learning and that she possibly grew 
even more as an employee at The River 

than she did as a student. That growth 
led her to challenge herself to start her 
own business in Real Estate, leaving the 
college as an employee in November 
2021. She is now a full-time Realtor.  

START A SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Anyone interested in starting a scholar-
ship fund can start the process through 
an online form at prcc.edu/alumni/
scholarship.  The scholarship can be 
named and have specific criteria for the 
eligibility of students for the award.  

The Development Foundation also ac-
cepts donations to help fund programs 
and scholarships, including the Market 
and Station which assists students with 
professional clothing and food needs.   

Questions about the process can be 
directed to Harris at dharris@prcc.edu. 
RRR

From Left: Dr. Adam Breerwood, Lucien Bourgeois, Connie Kilby Bourgeois, and Delana Harris

BLAINE LAFONTAINE

continued from page 26

BOURGEOIS FAMILY PAYING IT FORWARD WITH PRCC 
SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT

With a love for The River in their 
hearts, the Bourgeois family is paying 
it forward by forming a scholarship 
endowment with a $100,000 donation. 
The Lucien and Connie Kilby Bour-
geois Scholarship will provide financial 
assistance for a student from Bay St. 
Louis, Lucien’s hometown, or Pop-
larville, Connie’s hometown.

The scholarship will be awarded to 
multiple students to help cover the cost 
of attendance. RRR
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Pearl River Community College 
has been awarded $1.7 million in 

grants from Accelerate MS and the 
Mississippi Office of Workforce De-
velopment that will help benefit local 
business and industry.

The main purpose of the grants will be 
to create the talent pipeline that local 
businesses and industries need to adapt 
to the workforce challenges that began 
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

The grants will allow for the purchase 
of new, cutting-edge equipment as well 
as aid in instructional costs and tuition 
assistance for qualified students. 

“This is seed money for our future,” 
PRCC President Adam Breerwood 
said Thursday during a grant announce-
ment at the Lowery Woodall Advanced 
Technology Center. “We have posi-
tioned ourselves to change the face of 
this area when it comes to workforce 
training. We are incredibly excited to 
receive these grants to expand student 
opportunities.”

Among those on hand for the an-
nouncement were Mississippi Gov. Tate 
Reeves and AccelerateMS Executive 
Director Ryan Miller.

“I am so excited about this announce-
ment today,” said Gov. Reeves. “It’s all 

about economic development, all about 
bringing jobs to the state. I am so opti-
mistic about where we are heading.

“PRCC gets it right when it comes to 
workforce development.”

One grant, for $1,105,423.02, is for 
Advanced Manufacturing and Distri-
bution Support. The strategy will be 
to strengthen the local supply chain so 
that employers have the workforce they 
need to produce and distribute Ameri-
can-made goods worldwide.

The second grant, for $671,275.31, is for 
Healthcare Training. The strategy will 
be to address healthcare professional 
and staff shortages.

Accelerate MS is the leading office for 
workforce development strategy and 
delivery in Mississippi. 

“Today is a special day,” said Miller. “The 
ecosystem is growing in this part of 
the state. It is thriving. The greatest 
example of ecosystems is right here in 
this room.

“You have K-12, community colleges, 
IHL leadership, local leadership, state 
leadership and other state agencies 
that have been tasked with carrying the 
banner of workforce education. Pearl 
River is the greatest example of this 

ecosystem. This is what we want to see 
replicated around the state.”

Grant money for the Advanced Manu-
facturing and Distribution Support will 
help fund a mobile mechanical class-
room that can be used where workforce 
and career-technical classes are held 
throughout PRCC’s six-county district, 
including Forrest, Lamar, Marion, Jeff 
Davis, Pearl River and Hancock coun-
ties. It will also provide funding for a 
new truck to be used for CDL training 
in Hancock County.

PRCC, through the use of these funds, 
will provide technical skills training for 
both credit Career-Technical programs 
and non-credit Workforce programs in 
fields that support the advanced manu-
facturing and distribution sectors.

Students and local employees enter-
ing training will be able to earn both 
credentials (manufacturing skills basic, 
NCCER Core, FANUC Robotics Tool 
Handling, and CDL) and career and 
technical degrees.

The grant for Healthcare Training will 
help support a new Diagnostic Medical 
Sonography program at the Forrest 
County Campus as well as help expand 
the ADN nursing program to nights 
on the Poplarville campus and help es-
tablish an ADN program at the Forrest 
County Campus. 

According to its website, “Acceler-
ate MS strives to align educational, 
training, and economic development 
initiatives to position Mississippi and 
Mississippians with diverse, productive, 
and well-paying employment. We serve 
Mississippians by providing awareness 
of pathways and resources to improve 
lives through training and education. 
By doing this, we serve the needs of 
business and industry.” RRR

ACCELERATE MS AWARDS PRCC $1.7 MILLION 
GRANT FOR WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS, EQUIPMENT
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Poplarville Campus
101 Highway 11 North
Poplarville, Miss. 39470

Forrest County Campus
5448 Highway 49 South
Hattiesburg, Miss. 39401

Hancock Campus
454 Highway 90, Suite D
Waveland, Miss. 39576

www.prcc.edu

601.403.1000

@pearlrivercollege

@pearlrivercc
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